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GERMAN ARMY ELITE UNITS
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KlemZ, commandfi of 5
Kompwlle, Parq:e",Reglment
'Groaadel.lbehland', In the

regulation t1elcl-91'eY service

W1lform worn by armoured
penonnel when on leave
or Mnrlca swar from their
armoured vehicles. Nole fhat
Ita Ia not wearing the 'GO'
cIphers on his shoulder strap.;
photOSlraphs showing soldIe...
flllllng to wllar the apeclal unit
Insignia to which ther weill
entitled lire not uncommon.

T
I-IE GER.\l-\o" AR.\r.... \\~dS no diffcrelll from ::In} other ann} in the
world in ha\ing a number of unitS \\'hich ,\cre considered 'elite'.
Some of these were uniLS or fomlations which, after unremarkable

beginnings, eslablished themselvcs as elite through their perfonnance
on the battlefield. Other.> .....ere considered elite from the momenl of
Iheir creation, having been fomled around c:adre elemenrs from other
unitS \\'hich had already eallled that reputation, In some cases entire
arms of senice (e.g. the Luftwaffe's paraU"oopers) were considered 10

belong to an elite due to the extremel\' high selection standards and
procedures that they enforced.

The fonnations and unitS co\'ercd in this work represent a selection
and should in no \\'aY be considered exhausti\·e. Those included ha\"e
been chosen. in the main. be<:ause the')' ,,'ere gramed some fonn
of visible distinction which indicated that there was something
'speciaraoolll them, whether il he 3 cufiband. shoulder slrdp emblem,
piping colour to their un if01'111, or unofficial unit insignia. However,
sllch \isible distinctions alone wefe not in thcmschcs an indication of
u'ul), elite status: not e\'e'1' unit gramed such insignia could be
considered outStanding on the baulefield. On the other hand. as
a general rule the majority of u'lIly elitc uniLS were either granted, or
ullofficially adopled, some fonn of distinguishing insignia. In Ihe final
analysis t.he truly elite unitS - those "'hose record will live on in the
annals of military histoTy - ,,'cre those that distinguished themselves by
deeds of gallalH'1' and sacrifice on the field of balllc.

'GROSSDEUTSCHLAND'

This, the premier fomlation of the German Arlll)'. had its origins in the
Berlin Guard detachment. In 1936 Gcncralobersl von Fritsch,
Commandcr-in-Chief of the Army. had decreed that every unit of the
ann)' should send iLS hest-drilled soldiers on rotation for service on
ceremonial duties .....ith Ihe Guard in the capital city. The unit soon
gained a repuL.,tion for the smartness of itS drill and itS immac.ulale
tlII1l-oUI. Expanded to regimental size inJunc 193i, it was formally tiLled
Wachregimem Berlin and gi\'en Lhc righl lO wear a distilluive 'W' cipher
on itS shoulder straps.

In April 1939, in reflection of the lact that iLS soldiers\\'ere dra\\l1 not
from a specific 10Gl1 region as \\ith mosl ann}' units but ",as made up of
the best from throughout the entire Reich, the regiment ",as renamed
Infamerie·Regiment 'Crossdeutsehland' ('Greal Gennan}"). From 3



r
fonn-up poill1 at R)'ctachi/'::l Ihc di\'ision auacked
easlwards tOwards Kursk in lateJune 1942, gelling
as far as Voronezh on 6Juh before tullling SQuth
and fighting irs wa> to the junclion of Ihe Rivers
Don and DonelZ nonh-easl of ROSlO\' by Ihe end
of that momh_

On I August tht' division moved illlo rescrve,
b3sed at Smolensk. Within a week of rcaching
Smolensk it was 011 the move again, however,
pushing nortll\\'<1f(1s to engagc the enemy at Rzhcv
from C<lrl)' Septcmbcr thr'ough to OClober, It \\~IS

here that 'Grossdcutschland' saw some of its
hca\icst fighting of Ihe entirc war. and in dreadful
conditions: the aUlUl1ln I';.,ins had Ilimcd tlte
landscape illlo something akin to thc muddy bal­
tlefields of Frdnce in the Grt."at War. TIle lighting
in lhis arca, alld especially in the hellish LtllSChe~~:1

Val1C}', COSI the di\ision over 12.000 men.
In earl> 1943 the division was iumlved in the

unsuccessful attempts to defend Kharkov and held back lhc Red Ann)'
long enough for the predominantly WafTen-5S units in the city to
evacuate. Whilsl in a rcst area ne;:lr Pohav::t the division received irs own
integral detachment of P7.Kw V1 Tiger Ilea\)' tanks - a clear mark of
its elite status, since lhese t:lnks were almOSI inv:.uiably limited 10

indepcndelll units under C0'l)S or Ann)' comrol, The division thclI took
part in the coulHcr-aU:lck to\\~.'lI'ds Kharko\', capltlring Tomal'o\'kLt before
being pulled Out of the line for rest and refilling. On 23 June 1943
the dh~sion was redesignated once again, no\\' being entitled
Pan7.ergrenadier-Di\ision 'Grossdelltsehland',

The division took. pan in the earl}' stages of Operation -Citadel', the
annourcd offcnsive al Kursk, and made good progress against sliff
opposilion before once again being pulled alii of thc line on 18 Jul).
This was to be tlle beginning of a long period of emplo}mcl1t as a 'fire
brig-ade' for the Eastern FI'olll. rushed from crisis poim to crisis point:
the arri\<l1 of this seasoned and vcry po\\·erful fOllllation \\'ould ofLen be
sufficient to prevent an enelll)" breakthrough, though once ag-,tin at a
terrible cost in casualties. B)' thi5 point many of the veterans \\'ho had
started the \\<11' with the CD had fallen, )'ct the esprit de corp5 of Ihe
German Ann)"s premjer combat formation never faltered.

The first half of 1944 \'o'aS 5pent in furious defensh·e battles, though
on 3 few rare occasiOns the di\ision \\~.tS able 10 go onto the ,ntack..
'GrossdeUlSChland' distinguished ilSelf rei llt,'<lin al the see-sa\\'ing" battles

around Targul Frumos, first defending Ulen
coulltcr-auacking. then defending rei again. In
Ihe summer it was pulled out oflhe line again for
a brief period of resl and rel-ining: and during
this Ix:riod Ule 'CrossdeulSChland' elements
sening \\ith the Guard Baualion in Berlin \\·crc
insU'lImcntal in pUlling down the attcmpted
/JlII,scl! following the aoortive auempt 10 assas­
sinate Hiller on 20 Jul),. Thereafter the Cuard
Baualion was increased lO regimental Slams as Ihe 5

~ cufftl.3nd._

from top to bottom:
F1rst plitt....., machln&-wovefl

In "umlnium threlld Gothic
ectfpt on dertr. green rayon.
Third pattern. hllnd-embroldered
In .Iumlnlum wIre Satt.r1ln

scr19t on black doeskin.
Fourth pettem, machl"..

em~ In .ilver-orey
pm Ott b&M* ""'001,
fifth pMtem. machine­

embIold.r.cl1n 'copperpIatll'
ec:ript Ott b&M* wool.

ABQIIE LEFT A youn; tank

crewman from P.nzer-
Regiment 'Gl"O&sdevtschland'
po&e$ proudly for. portr1Iit

photograph In hi. billek vehicle
unIform; normetly e grey rather

then ... white shirt would be

worn. Notll the 'GO' clphe'1l 0l"I

hi. Ihou\def' etrl9l, embn;HdenKI
In rose-plnk threttd 0l"I the btackwool_

OPPOSITE 'GroudeutschUlnd'
ahoukler .trap.: (Lert! Mid­

wer type In fJeld-lil"'" -'
for the ....nk of Unterf.~.

(2nd. 3rd " 4th Iefll Ear')' dlIItt
green wool straps for Feldwebel.
Oberfektwebel .nd Stabs·
f.~. (2nd rtght .. rtghtJ
Offlcef's' straps for Levtnant

,nd Oberiel.ltn3nt.

All the NCO ....mplea hev. white

metill clphe'1l ,nd tn. officer
elt3mp4u gilt m.tBl ciphers,

ABQIIE L.eutnant 'Dlddo'
Dlddens 01 Stu""ll'KhUtz­
Attteitung 'GroM6eutechl3nd'.

He _'11 the .u.ndIord thlrd­
pfitem SUttertln script cuf'rbcond

on the rtght ..........nd the
officef"l gilt meu.1 'GO' clptle'1l

on his ahoukl.r .trap••

being a predominantly
ceremonial unit the
regiment. 10 which a draft
from the Inf.lmcrie-Lchr­
Regiment demonstration
unit '\'as added in October
1939. \\<l.'i 10 become
a superbly u';lined combat­
ready inf:lI1lr} unit.

Still working up on
the OlltbrC;lk of war.
'GrossdcllL~chland' did not
lake pari in the Polish
campaign. although an
offshoot from tJlC regiment
\\'hich was formed illlO a
personal escon unil for
Adolf Hitler under the title
Hih rer-Beglei I-Ratai lion
did ~t: Ilvn-eombat r.ervice
in Poland.

The first signifiauH ;:\CnOIl for the new n:gimcm came during
tin: 1940 campaign in the West. where iuook pan in the march through
Iklgiulll and illlo France, seeing combat against both French and
British troops. It was to be no easy baptism of fire and
·Gros~clll.SChlal1d·I"as irwoh'cd in severe fighting on several occasions.
Afrcr the fall of France, 'GrossdClltsehland' remained on occupation
dllty while being reorganised and expanded to the strength of a
regimental combat group. In April 1941 it look part in lhe im'aSiol1
of Yugosla\ia and was invol\'f.-d in lhe capture of Bclgrdde where il
seized thc mdio station, reopenin~ it as a German militaq' station. By
June. 'Grossdeuochland' had mO\'ed into rcscn'c near \\'arsa\\' as
Germany prcpared for her invasion of the 50\iel Union,

\\'hel~ Opcnuion 'Barb..'1.rossa' 1x-g<1Il. e1emenrs of'CrossdeulSChland'
crossed the River Bug ill support of7, P.mzer-Divisiol1, laking pan in the
t:ndrdemcllt and capturc of Min~k before pushing on to the Dnieper,
They continued north-east in the gencral direction of Moscow, reaching
Yelnya before being abrupLiy shifted south. where the formation
engaged the Rcd Arm)' in fIerce righting around Konotop. Putivi and
Romny to the east of Kiev. The regiment \\<\5 then diw:ned northwards
once again, en~ntua1ly being allo\\'ed somc rest and recuperation
around Orel, By Ihe end of 1941 the regiment was I),ing to the south of
the Ri\"cr Oka in defensh'e positions confronting the So\iet counter­
attack before Moscow. Its firsl rcar in Russia had cost 'Grossdeutsehland'
O\'er 4.000 killed or wounded. but had earned il a first-class reputation.
TIle C'ddy pan of 1942 ....<\5 Spelll in defensive actions ag-dinst Red Arm)'
unirs and offensive sweeps againsl heavil)' armed partisans.

'GrossdculSChland"s performance had becn impressi\·c enough for
the decision 10 be taken to expand il yct again, Ihis limc to divisional
stalus. and reorganisation beg<m in April 1942. The fonnation ....~dS offi­
ciallr redesignaled as Infalllerie-Dhision (mot) 'Grossdeut.schland'
on 17 April 1942, and w·,ts allocated its own P;mz('r b:'lIlalion. From irs4



A O.tretter from Panzergrenadter-Reglmenl
'Orouder.rllChland 2' with hi, wlf. and youni
ehlld...n. Not. the shoulder ,traps with the smell
numeflll '2' lust below the 'GO' cipher; this flIre strap
type we. only worn for e short perlod In 1i"2-43.

7

Leu1nant Willi Helnrlch from the
Plln:l:er-Abtlliluni of the FQhrer­
Grenadler-Brlgllde. Although.
special 'FG' cipher wes created,
It was used onl)' too- • ve" .hort

time before beln.., repleced with
the stctncilln:l 'GO' cipher ••
worn he....

'OD' divisional commanders
Oberstlcutnant Wilhelm \'011 SLOd:.hauscn Uul}' 1939-Febnlar} 1940)
Oberstleutnant Gerhard Cr.tf\·on Schwerin (February-Mar 1940)
Oberst von Stockhauscn (May 194Q-AuguSI 1941)
Oberst Walter I-locrnlein (AUgllSl 1941-Apl"il 1942)
Gencralm.tior \Valtcr Hoernlein (April 1942-Aplil 1944)
CenerallculJl:ull I-Iasse VOIl ~'Ial\tculfcl (April-August 1Y44)
Obersl K.'l.rl Lorenz (Septcmber 1944--~lay 1945)

actions again:.l the Red Army near Spremberg_ Those members of the
brigade actually on dUly at Hillcl"s headquarters wore a cullband in
black ....ith the legend Fii.hruhalJptquartia in sih'er: other'!' Ilscd Ule
standard GrwMiaAtscllland cuilband. The standard 'GD' shouldcr strap
ciphers "'ere used by lIlis unit.

Pa"z.ngmzadin'-DillisiQn 'Kurmaril'
Thi~ laiC .....ar crealion. formed from CD replacement units in January
1915, \,<lS lhrown into action on the Oder From in Februaf}. In April it
"<b inmlved in very hea,)' fighting around me Halbe Pocket. achiC\ing
imprcssh-e initial progress before being s....<1lllped when the front filla1Jy
collapsed. Its remnants ,,-em into So,ict capti\it}'.

Special Insignia
CuffbandJ
The most significam piece of special insignia for most elite uniL;; ....~d'5
the cuffband. A cullband was firsl aumorised in JLUle 1939.....ilh the
legend Grossd~lIschlandmachinc-....·O\·cn in mctaUic aluminium ulread
Comic script characters on a dark grttn rayon backing.....·ilh \\"oven
aluminium edge stripes. The cunhand ....,...lS ,,-orn on the lo.....er lighl
sJ~-e. l5cm from thc edge of the cuff. At some time in lhe summer of
19'10 a ne..... version .....as introduced ....1m the inscription ahered 10 rcad
"if. Rrgt. Crosstleutschland; so far no photogmphic e,idence of its .....ear
has emerged, but original sUf\'h"ing cxamples arc known. These arc of
similar consrruction [0 me first pallern. being machine-.....ovcn in
aluminium uuead on a dal"k green .-a}·on band.

The ulinl. aud most widely seen, version was introduced in 1939 and
reverted to the single word Grom/culschiand, blll this time hand­
embroidered in aluminium bullion thread in old German SClllerlin
script. and on a black l<llhi:l' than a dark green band. Thc base material
was usually of:l finc doeskin finish with edging in aluminiulIl 'Russia'
braid. This type has ollen been referred to as an 'officer's grade' band
but it .....as in fact worn b)' all ranks. Allhough u,e first t}1>C was generall)'
replaced b)' the Slllleriin scripl version by late 1940, phOlogrdphic
e\idence clearly establishes that it cominued to be worn by veterans of
the original 'Crossdcutsehland' rt."gilllent well into U1C wal".

In around mid-1944 orders wcre issued standardising thc
manuf-aclure of cutlbands in the intereslS of econom}". Thc regulation
is..'iue GrossdnItscJilalld bands produced afler lhis time arc machint....
embroidered in sih·er"Wey).u·n on a black \\'oollen badgeclolh band .....ith
~ih-er·gr~ Russia braid edging. Further. in Nm'cmber 19-14 it \\~dS

ordered lhat all cuflbanrls be made in a length of no more lhan 25cm
so mat Ute band ,,'ould nOl reach all Ul(: way around uu:: sleeve -

The FOhrem.uptqWNtier
cutrband, ha~..",broidered

In elumlnlum threed SUt1er1ln
ICrlpt on • bleck doe$l<in base.
It w.. worn on th. lower left

sIeev. by .11 tnlop. durln..,
their .ttaeh,""nt to Hitl.,.,.
headquart...., •.i. the FOhrer­
Beglelt-BrIlI.de d,..wn from
'GO' p11l"14nnel.

Wadlrcbtiment. The sllnuner of 1944 also saw e1emcnLS of lhe divisional
Panzer-Regiment. in France for refitting \\;I.h lhe 1>1.Kw V Panther lank.
sellt into acLion agaill~l lhe Allies following lhe Normandy landings.

In NO\'cmber 19+4 the Parll:cr-Korps 'Grossdcutsehland' W"d.S cre;ued.
comprising Panzergrenadier-Di\'ision 'Crossdculschiand" and
Pan£crgrcnadier-Di\;sion ·Br.mdcnburg·. By latc 1944 the CD division
was in acLion on the northern sector of me Eastt:rn Front, defending Lhe
area around the BalLic port of Meme!. 'GrossdclIlschland' had been
weakened nOI only by combat losses blll by pro,iding me cadres for ne\\'
fonnalions such as mc Fl"lhrer-Bcglcit-Di\ision, thc Fuhrer-Grenadier­
Division and Panzcrgrenadier-Division 'Kurmark'. It spent the
remaining few Illomhs of the \\<11' in desperate defensive actions in East
Prussia. though some c1emcnl.'i were successfull)' e\~dcuated b)' sea to
Schleswig Holstein and avoided capture by the Soviets. The
WachregilllclIl W".lS destroyed in the final battles for Berlin.

Main elements
(at peak divisional strength, 1944)
Pan"el'-Rcgi ment 'Grossckiltsciliand'
Grenadier-Regimenl ·GrossdCllt.schland·
Fusilier-Regiment 'Cl"ossdcutsehland'
Pan/;CI'-Arti11t::rie-R(.1.rlmcnI •Grossdcu tseh land'
Panzer.m£llarungs-Ablcilung 'Crossdeutsehland'
1-1 eeres-I-lak-Abteilung 'Grossdeu lSChland'
Sturmgcschiitzbrig-dde 'CI'OssdClilSChland'
P<mzer-I"ionier-Bataillon ·Cros..~eulSChland·

Satellite units
Fiihm-Gfmadia-Brigad~

(expanded LO divisional Sl.3(US early 19-15)
FonnedJul)' 194-1: firsl sa..... action in October 1944 around Gumbinnen
and Goldap in [:IS[ Prussia. Removed in ~o\'ember for rest and refil
before being commiued lO the Ardennes offensive ....1lh 5.I~anzerarmee.

It prm1dcd re-drguard co\,el' for retreating uniu; when the orrensin~

collapsed. and was thereafter refilled as a Panzer-Division in February
1945. Il was thro.....n illlo action at Slcltin on the OdeI' in ~lal'ch 1945 and
was ilwolved in a failed attcmptlO recapmre Klisu·in. In the closing days
of the war it was fighling around VienTla, and fought its way \"eSl to
surrender to u,e Americans. but its personnel were promptly lUrrled
over to ule $()\'icts. This unit also \,'orc me Grossdeutsclll<md cuffband. A
special shoulder strap with the cipher 'FC' was produced but seems to

have been wom only wI')' r.lrely: it was in any case replaced by the
standard 'CD' cipher in the autumn of 1944, and in earl)' 1945 the unit
ceased IIsing a shoulder- Slrap cipher.

Fiihm--!kgkil-Brigruk
(expanded LO divisional statUS early 1945)
Initially a bodyguard unil for Hitler. it ""~dS expanded into an armoured
brigade in November 19-14. It tOO was used in the abonivc Ardennes
offensive before being lhro....'11 into defensive actions in E.'lS1 Prussia.
afler being expanded rei ag'"d.in (0 divisional SlatU$. Fighting around
Vienna towards the end of me war, it ....as aimosl lot:.tlly ",,-iped out in•



'FELDHERRNHALLE'

•

"'O\'en in red yam on an oval dark green base. Il
was wom on the upper righl sleeve.

The Feldgendarmedetrupp 'Gl'OssdeuLSch­
hmd' altered the st::lndard military police gorgel
to produce their own unique unit version. A
blackened met::ll plate emblazoned ";th the 'CO'
cipher in white was added to the rear of the
slandard gorget plait:, effectively filling in the gap
in the half-moon shaped plate between the ",'0
suspension buttons.

'Feldhemlhallc' was similar in some wars to 'Grossdeutsehland' in
being a unit whose recl1litmenl, unlike that of lilOSt ann}' units, was not
restricted to a specific region or city but.. cO\'ered all corners of the Reich.
'Fcldhermhalle' ""'as different... h()\\'e\'er, in that its traditional links ",,'ere
nOI ";th the Gemlan Anny as such but \\itll thc SA, and specifically
\\;th the SA RC!lrimem (Standane) of tile same name, witll \\'hich it
maintained dose links, A large proportion of 'Feldhcrrnhalle's'
luanpO\.'er \\'ere SA members; this political aspeCl, hO\\'C"er, docs not
detldct from the fact Ihal the Army unit "'as it high quality formation
which eamed its categorisation as an elile.

Special uniforms
'Crossdeutschland' was unique in being lhe only
elile unit to ha\'e its 0\\'11 special pattem of
unifonn. This was designed and launched in

1939, bm "'as never generally issued, though il is believed it was
il1lended to be the standard dress unifonn for the unit afler tl1e antic­
ipated final \ictOl)'. The uniform consisfed of a special WalTenrock-style
tunic and grcalco,u, tlle headgear and u'ousers being st::lndard issue.

The tunic \''as in pale grc)'-green ",,;th dark green collar and cuff
facings_ The collar Lilun were of a special pattern. being much longer
alld narrower than tlle norm and withoul Waffcnfarbe underlay; a
single bar was worn by NCOs and a double bar b)' other ranks - the
narrower NCO model allowing space for NCO 'J"res.sI:bmid along the top
and fronl edges of the collar. The extreme edge of the collar "'as piped
in ""'hite infamr)' Waffenfarbe colour. TIle 'French' cuffs also differed
from tlle standard Waffenrock. As well as a normal tum-b..'lck cuff in
dark green they had dark green vertical patches with a straight fon\l"otrd
edge and scalloped rear edge. These dark green facings were also piped
in white. Each of the \'ertical cuff patches bore three single strips of
braid Lilun each with an aluminium button. This tunic "'as wom with
the first t)'pe machine-woven aluminium-on-green Gothic script
cuflband, and with the 'GO' shoulder strap ciphers. There werc no
pockets: the tunic was fastened by eighl sih'ered aluminium buttons.
and the front edge was also piped in \\'hite.

A special greatcoat was also designed to be wom with tllis uniform,
differing from the standard issue in ha\;ng white piping around the
dark green collar collar and the turn back cuITs.

~ TM special shoUIdet" strap

for thoM Hl'Vlng with tn. g_rd

detachment In Berlin; In this
_ tn. rank Is Feldwebel. The

'VI' w.. embl"OkSered for enlisted

...... In white met3l for senior

NCo. -.d gilt met3l for otfiCerL

tc-ntN) A ,.ra~r strap
from P.rwHVntNdier-Reglment
'OroMdeutschlsnd 2', lor lhe

rank of UnterleldweOel.
(Nght) pfp6ng end embfoldered

dpMr In or-. on • fIekl-gte)'
~ for.~ of tn. '00'
dlv\slonlll FOiOIdgendIInnene troop.

it reasonable economy
measure al> the part [0 the
inside of the sleeve would
in allY case remain Url'iCcn.
I>hotogntphk e\;dence
proves Ihe use of these
shortened bands, though
their radl)' suggests that
surricielll stocks of full
length b.'lmis musl still ha\'e
been a\'ailable to meet
normal llt.-eds.

A final \'ersion of the
Grossdelllsrhlfl1U1 cuffband
was imroduced in 1944,
This had the legend
machine-embroidered in
'copperplate' handwriting­
style script. Being inlro­

duccd aftcr the move 10 simple machine embroidery fOl' cuOoond
manufacture, this "ve is almOSt invariably encoumcred in sih-er-grey
prn 011 black nadgecloth, but a few original hand-embroidered
aluminium lhread examples have been nOled - almost cenainly
privately commissioned.

Other special Insignia
The Flak-Abteilung 'Crossdeutsehland' introduced. some tillle in 1943,
a unique identif)'ing sltt\'e badge consisting of a winged Flak. shell,

Shoulder strap ciphers
In 1936 a special ~llOtllder srrap cipher consisting of thc Icuer 'W' lor
\\'ache 'Guard'. was introduced for \\'ear by members of Wachregimelll
Berlin, the immediate forerunner of 'Grossdeutsehland', The cipher
was machine-embroidered into Ihe shoulder strap in \\'hitc yarn for
ntnks up to Unlerofftzier. stampt.'d in ,\'hitc metal for seniOI' NCOs (i.e.
from Ulllcrofftz.ier up\'~<lfds) and in gilt mctal for officers. Although
oOicially replaced by the later 'CO' cipher, the 'W' cipher is known to
have continued in use b)' personnel of the \Vachlxnaillon element
from 'Crossdeutsehland' when on rotation dlll)' in Berlin.

In June 1939, when the unit name ""'as changed to
'Grossdeutsehland', a special shoulder Strap cipher ','as illlroduced
consisting of the illlertwinl.-d leiters 'G' and '0', lllis MIS embroidered
direCtly into the strap for ranks up 10 Unteroffizicr, tile l:olour of
the embroidery matching the coloHr of the Waffenfarbe arm-of-service
piping to the shoulder Stldp. For senior NCOs il "'<lS in white mctal and
for officers in gilt metal.

Before reorganisation into Grenadier and Fusilier Regiments,
'Grossdclltschland's armourcd infaillry regiments were numbered [
and 2. Between March 1942 and June 1943 tile appropriate Ilumeral was
"'orn on the shoulder Strap below the 'GO' cipher, before being
replaced \\ith loops of coloured braid abo\'c and below the cipher in
white or red respt..~ti\'e1)',

ABOVE This FeIdWebeI

from the 'Oroudeutsc:hIand'

DMsion Is pk:tuNd during
... attKhme<rt to the

Waehregiment In Berlin.
He retlIins his dlYl,Ion,l1

c~nd bvl for tn. period

of his attK:hment wean
the GothIe OW' cipher on
his shoulder straps..

(Chris Boonzai'"

ABOVE RIGHT Oberieutnllnt
Karl Heusmenn during

hrs .ttechment to the

w.ehre<glment. He we~~

the ttllrd-patlem SOtterlin

"ript dlvislonsl cuffbancl,

with gilt meal 'w' clphera
on hi. snoulder slnlps..
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The traditional roots of

'Feldhermhalle' were entirely
politi"al. This SA·Brlgadef(lhrer

reporting to Rel"hsmars"hall
Glirlng wears the IllIme gorget

and "uffband es edopted by the
Anny's 'Feldhermhalle' units­

see Plate B. (Josef Charita)

The 'F'eldherrnhalle' Division's origins can be traced back to twO
separatc earlier fornmLions, 93. Inl~\lHerie-Di\'ision and 60. Infamerie­
Dh'ision, The first of these was formed from rcservists in Berlin in
September 1939, it.'; major components being Infanterie--Regimem 2iO,
IR 271 and IR 272. Too late to lake pan in the Polish campaign, it was
based in the Saar area in 1940 and took parl in the auack on the
i\lagillol Line near Saarbrucken in tbe summer of that year. After
spending some Lime 011 garrison duty in France, 93.lnfanterie-Division
moved (0 Poland in preparation for the launching of OperaLion
,Barbarossa',

As part of Hccresgruppe Nord, the 93rd Di\isioll ad\-anced into the
northern pan of the Soviet Union during the drive towards Leningrad.
It took heavy 10s.'tCs, around two-thirds of its sU'ength being killed or
wounded by October 1941. Remaining ill the northern sector of the
front, in the autumn of 1942 Infamerie-Regimclll 271 was given the
honoW" Litle 1nfanterie-Regimellt 'Feldherrnhalle' in recognition of its
link \vith the SA. In the spring of 1943 the division was witlldrawn into
Poland for rest and refining, and IR 2il \\-d.S moved to FI~dnce where
it was used to form the nucleus of 60. Panzergrcnadicr-Div;sion. The
93rd Infantry Division subsequently moved back to the E..:"1S1ern Front in
the area ;lr(lund Leningmcl, where it eventually received Infanterie­
Regiment 273 as replacement for IR 271. It fought in the withdrawal
from Leningrad and defensive actions in Lhe Kurland pocket, whence it
was evacuated by sea il1l.o Easl Prussia. It \\"t.S destroyed in combal with
the Red Army in ~!Iarch 1945.

The 60.lnfamcrie-Division \'IaS fanned in 1939
in Danzig, drawing heavily all personnel from the
Heimwehr Danzig (an 55 home guard unit) and
the SA Brigade Ehrhardt. Il took part in the
actions al the Westerplattc in Seplember 1939,
where the shots tllat opened World \Var II were
fired. It served in France in 1940, and took part
in the im~dS;on of Yugoslavia in 1941. During
Operation 'Barbarossa' lhe division saw action in
man}' of the great baltles in the Ukraine, the
Donerl. Basin, at Kie\', ROSlOV and Kharkov.
Involved in Ule push lO tile River Volga in 1942. it
was one of the divisions caught up and desrro}'ed
in lhe Slalingmd Cauldron in early 1943.

In the summer of 1943 the 60th Di\ision
was re-formed in France, this time as a
Panzcrgrenadier formation, based around
Infanlerie-Reg;ment 271 'Feldherrnhalle',
Initially based in southern France, it moved
La the Eastern Front in the autumn of 1943
and dislinguished il'>c1f in combat at U1C battles
of Vilebsk and Narva. It formed part of
Heeresgruppe Mille during the defensive baltles
following the launch of tllC great Soviel summer
offens;\'e of 1944. TIle division was smashed
during U1C fiercely foughl baltles along the River
Dnieper and its commander, Generalmajor

-

Steinkellcr, \\'<lS captured, It retreated into
Ilung;u'y, where its remnants were surrounded
and desLro)"ed in the baltIc for Budapest..

In 1944 a decision \\',l~ taken in principle
to form a 'FeldhclTnballe Armoured Corps'
along the same lines as Panzer·Karps
'Gros.«leutschland', Also formed around this time
~ere Panzer-Brigade 106 'F'ddherrnhaUc' ,md
Panzer-Brigade 110 'Feldherrnhalle', The laLter
was eventually absorbed into 13. Panzer-Di\ision,
"'hich in turn was redesib'llaled as Panzer-Division
'Feldherrnhalle', While Panzer-Brigade 106
'Feldhcrrnhallc' foughl in tht~ West, Panzer­
Dh'ision 'Feldherrnhalle' (formerly 13.
Palll.cr-Oivision) was redesignaled Panzcr­
Division 'Feldherrnhalle 2'. This was the
forrna[ioll which, with Panzergrenadier-Division
'Feldherrnhalle· (formerly 60. Panzergrenadiel'­
Divisivn, and subseqllently redesignaled
Pamer·Division 'FcldhcrrnhaJle I'), would form
Palll.er-Korps 'Fc1dherrnhalle', The newly formed
corps spent the remaining monLhs of the war
fighting on the borders bClween Hungarr,
Czechoslovakia and Ausrria,

Major elements (1943)
Pamergrenadier-Regimen t 'Fe1dberrnhalle'
Fusilier-Regimenl 'Feldherrnhalle'
Panl.er-AIJleill..lng 'Fcldherrnhalle'
Anilleril."Regimcnt 'Feldherrn haUe'
Panzerau fklii ru ngs-Abteilung 'Feldherrn hal Ie '
Pionicr-Bataillon 'F'e1dherrnhalle'

Divisional commanders

Gel1eralleulnant Duo Kohlcrmann (June I943-Apri1 1944)
Generalrn~jor Fricdlich Karl Steinkeller (April-July 1944)
Generalleumant Gllllther Pape Ouly 1944-May 1945)

SpecIal insignia
CU..!flXllUU
The Arm}' 'Feldherrnhalle' units inherited the cul1band WOI"ll by the
elite SA-5landarlc 'Feldherrnha.lle', woven in brown rayon \~'ith metallic
silver edbting ;md the title FeldJu:rrnlwlle ill SCittcrlin sClipL This leuering
might be machine-embroidercd in silver-grey yarn, machinc"wo\'en in
f1al aluminium thread, or hand-embroidered in aluminium uuead. The
cuffband "-as worn on the lower left sleeve, 15cm from the clllf.

In 1943 a fully machine-\\·m·cn version of the cuffband was produced
in so-called BeVo style, in pale grey artil-idal silk on brown, This pattern
was warn only by the Army 'Feidhcl'mhalle' unit:;, nOt. the SA. Examples
have abo been noted machine-embroidcred in silver·gTc}' yarn on brown
woollen hadgedoth and WiUIOl..lt edge sui pes; these arc believed to be
late war Army patterns.

Under magniflc:atlon the

Unlen)ff1Zklr at right "an be

seen to wear the Feldhermhalle

"uffband end the SA·Kamp'rune
Insignia on his shoulder straps,

Full issue of the spec:ial unit
Insignia seems to have been

unusualln this formation; many

photographed penJOnnellac:k

either the shoulder strap Insignia

(usually), the curtband, or both,
Presumably larva stocks of

cuffband$ were made pre-war

for the SA unit, so these would

have been relatively easily
soun;ed, (Robert Noss]
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Divisional commanders, 70 Infanterle.Dlvlslon, 1944-45
Generalmajor Hans Trdut (December 1943-Febl'uary 1944)
GenerdlleliUlant Friu-Georgc \"on Rappard (Februar)'-August 1944)
Gencralmajor Alois \\'eher (August 1944)
Generalleutllant Flitz-Georgc \'On RappaI'd (August 1944-Febl1.lary 1945)
Generalmajor RlidolfNoak (February-May 1945)

Special insignia

Culfbnnd
The only special emblcm worn by the regiment
was its distinctiwo cuffband, aUlhorised on 13

For lllC invasion of the Soviel Union in June
1941, 57. Infalllcric-Division servcd with XLVIII
Panzerkorps in the dash across southern Russia,
incurring hea,)' loss<:s along tht: war It fought
at Kursk in Jul)' 1943 as pan of Genel"aloberst
HOlh's 4. Panzerannee. In February 1944 the
division was caught in the Chcrkass)' I'ocket and
only broke OUt at the COSI of man)' casualties. After
a brief pcriod of rest and recuperation lllC division
rejoined the fra)' with Heeresgruppe Miue in the
central sector of the Eastern Front. It was
surrounded at Minsk \\;th XXVII Armeckorps, and
the bulk of the division was destro)'ed. Shortly
thereafter the surviving remnants wcre disbanded.

Divisional commanders, 57 ° Infanterle.
Division

Generailclitnani Oskar Blulllm (September
1939-Septcmber 1941)
General Anton Dustler (September 1941­
April 19-42)
Generallcmnant Oskar Blumm (April-
October 19-12)
Gencrdl Friedrich Sieben (October 1942­
February'1943)
GeneraUcuUlant Ouo von Frcllcr-Pico (Februar)'­
September 1943)
Generalleumalll Vinccnz Mfiller (September 1943)
Generalmajor Adolf Tro\\'itz (September 1943­
Jul), 1944)

On the destruction of Infanteric-Regimcnt 119 with the 57.1nfalllerie­
Division, the traditions of the Regiment 'USt' re\'erted to
Infanterie-Regimclll 19, pan of 7. Infaillerie-Division. This division
had servcd as pan of I-Ieeresgruppe Mitte' with XLVI Panzerkorps
and had barely escaped destruction in the great Soviet summer
offensive of 1944. II carried out a fighting retrcat through Poland
until finall}f CUI off by the last grcat Soviet offcnsivc of the war at
the Hel.. Peninsula at the mouth of the River Vistula. where it
surrendered on 8 May 1945.

.,.,.~ In attendanc::e

upon OFM von A...nd.tedt

doM not appear to have tt.­
Kamp""... In.lgnl. on hI.
8houlder Ittr.p, but don
_. 11_ example of
the ~ldhermhlllie

divI.1onaI cuf'l'band,

The In'Mterle_Reglment U,t
~. Thl. WlOS mltChlne_
eonbf'OkteNd In .1...."1Irey
cotton ttl~ on • d..... green
bue for.lI ran ; no hand.

eonbn:oidera4 wi officer.
~e... known,

Shoulder strap ciphers
The Anll}' 'Fe1dhcrmhalle' units were permined
to Weilf the 'Kmnp!rll/H" emblem worn on
lhc stnlps by the SA-Standarte 'Fc1dherrnhallc'.
This comprised three horizontal '1\!olfsallgeL'
runes superimposed on a single \'crtical rune;
in the centre was a small disc wilh the 'SA'
runic emblem.

The cipher ""'as machine-embroidered directly
into the shoulder strotp for ranks up to
Unteroffizicr, st..'lmpcd in white metal for senior
NCOs and in bronze or gill metal tor officers.

In 1935, Infanterie-Rcgimcnt 19 was selected to carry the traditions of
the 16th Royal Bavarian Reserve Regimelll 'USt', the unit with
which Adolf Hiller had served during the Greal \Var. TIl is laslCd until
1939 when the lineage was passed to lnfantclie-Rcgiment 119, pan of
57.lnfuntcrie-Division.

This division acquitted itself exceptionally well in combat during
both the Polish campaign and the fighting in the West. It was
responsible for blunting a strong French cOUlHCI·-au.ack at Abbe,ille led
by Gen. Charles de Gaullc; it inflicted heavy losses on dIe French after
initially suffering sc\'ere casualtics itself - ilS light 3,7cm anti-tank guns
prO\'ed all but useless against the heavil)' annOllred French tanks. The
arrival of an a.Bem Flak unit mmed the tables, however, and in two
days of fierce fighung O\'er 100 French tanks were dt.'Stroyed and
De Gaulle's cOlmter-attack was hahed.

Unit colours
'Fe1dherTTlhalle' was also unique alllongst Arlll}' units in that ilS colours
were nOI of the normal Army regimental patlern, Inslead
'Feldherrnhalle' adopted me 'DeUlschland [""'ache' type of "exillum
standard used by political organisations - specifically, the same as
carried by the SA-5tandane 'Fcldhernlhalle'. This featured a large
metal eagle and swastika finial over a rectangular plaque bearing the
legend Ff!ldMtrllhof!e (in place of a regional title). From this was

sllspended a square red banner with white disk and black s\\'aStika, me
edges fringed in black and while.

INFANTERIE-REGIMENTER
119 & 19 'LIST'

Gorgets
Standard bearers in the Am})' 'Feldhcmlhallc' uniLS worc me same
sp«ial pauem of gorget as did tllC 5.--\...slandane. r<uher I.han the Army's
equi,-alenL The SA piece comprised a plain half-moon shaped gorget
with a large national emblem in the centre; there was no other embel­
lishmem to me plate other than tllis cagle and S\'o~dSUka, so the gorget
was much plainer-looking man il~ elalXH"ate Anny counterpart, II \'odS
coloured man sih-er with a broll7..ed national emblem, and was suspended
around the neck on a plain open-link chain.

ObeRt A1fom K6nIg,
commanoer Of Infent.,...
Aegln\4H1t ·U~'. He _.,..

the untt cutfband on the
Iowef' len .1....._. {Jonf Chertt.l

A ahould« .u.p for Ute .....

of Unter1'~In t'Ield-vreY

ekrth tn*:aI 01 mld-war

m8nUfactu.... wtttl the SA·

Kampfivne In white~

abo¥to two~ of Ute-­aMwlng tM dift'.mg.n.dn
of brown baH~ whlo;h

maybe~Th40

~ Of' theM ..-mples
,*~_,but

embroidered IettMtng__boUNd.

,.
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PANZERGRENADIER-DIVISION
'BRANDENBURG'

15

Oberstleutnant Kan-Helnz

Oellterwlrtz of Bau-Lehf>
Regiment zbV 800 at the

time of the award of the

Oakleave. to hili Knight's

Cross. The rare Brandenburg
cuffband can be lIeen on the

Ileutenant-colonel's lower
nght Sree'le, and above It the

embroidered oakleaf sleeve

budge for JlIger units.

Unit commanders
Oberst Haehling von Lmzenhauer (19'J0--43)
Ceneralmajorvon Pfuhlstein (1943--44)
Gencralleutnanl Killliwein (September-
October 1944)
Gcnel'<llmajor Hermann Schulle Heuthaus
(October 1944--May 1945)

a coastal raider detachment with volunleers (rom the Navy, and a
hallalion of renegade RIlssian volunteers.

Delacllments operated in the Balkans in late 194.3, being hemilr
in\'olved in ami-panisan actions in Greece aud Yugoslavia and plaring a
significam pan in lhe capllLre of the islands of ('.os and Leros frolll the
British, Elements of the division took part in the occupalion of Budapesl
in March 1944; and were actively ill\"oh'ed in Operation 'Rosselspnmg',
the allclllpr LO capture Tiw at his Drvar headqllaner~,

During the investigations into the 20July 1944 attempt to assassimne
Hitler several BrandenbtIrger~ were implicated, His trust in these
commandos gone, Hitler lransferred responsibility for such special
operations as had traditionally fallen 10 the Brandenburgers to 55
commando uniUi under SS-Oberstunnbannfilhrer OttO Sk0l7.eny, In
OClOber 1944, 'Bnmdcnburg' was rcdesign31cd as a convcmional
Panzergrenadier-Oh~sion,and was finally readr for action in its new role
ill December 1944. Thrown imo banle on the rapidly crumbling E.:'lStem
From, il was steadily wom down in strenglh, ending the war in Mora\~a.

Many of its survivors were captured by the Red Army or murdered by
rc\'cngt.....hungry Czechs; blll some, using tbeir old special operations
skills, lllilnaged to escape to the West posing a.s refugees,

Special insignia
The Brandenburg division was authorised its own
(UOband on 17 August 19<14; personnel had
been permiued to wear the OmssdpulsrlJ[al1.d
cuffband, The new cuffband was made from
black badgecloth or doeskin finish wool, \~ith

Brandenburg machine-embroidered ill silver­
grey thread in Gothic sclipt. Being introduced
only in 1944, the oflicial is..~ue pattern \~-dS not
produced in hand-embroidered bullion tJ'lread,
only in sih-er gre), canon yam.

BI<lndcllburg units were also authorised to wear
tllC special sleeve patch forJiiger troops, wnsisdng

Major elements (as division, 1944-451
Panzer-Regiment 'Brnndenburg'
Flger-Regimem 1 'Brandenburg'
,pger-Regimenl 2 'Brandenburg'
l'anzeJjager-Bataillon 'Brandenburg'
ArtiJlerie-Regimenl 'Brandenburg'
Hccres-Flak-Abtcilung 'BrAndenburg'
AufklanlTlgs-Ableilung 'Brandenburg'
Pionjer-Bataillon 'Brandenburg'

Soldiers from Infanterie­

Regiment 'List' crossing

an anti-tank ditch during

the advance through Soviet
Russia; none appear to wear

the cuffbilnd on their combat

unifonn., Nole, however, that

the company bugler al left
does carry his instrument in

the field, (Robert Noss)

J,

"a• •
•

This fannalion o\\'ed iUi Oligins to the elite 'Brandenbmg' commando
unit established in OctOber 1939 under the innocent-sounding title
of Bau-Lehr-Kompanic 800 ('800th Construction Demonstration
Company'). TIl is special operdtions unil of trained sabOleurs carne
under the direct control of the Abwehr, the German Militaq'
Intelligence service, In Januaq' 1940 il \\~dS reorganised as Bau-Ldu­
BaUtillon zbV 800 ('SOOth Special PU'l)Qse Constnlnion Demollstradon
Battalion'), and pla}'ed a significant pari in the campaign in the West.
One well-known operation in which the battalion were involved was
the capture of the bridges m'er the Juliana Canal in Lhe Netherlands,
carried Ollt by 'Brandenburgers' dressed as Dutch soldiers. It has been
estimated that fully 75 per cent of the unit's personnel received the Iron
Cross for actions dUTing the \\lestfeldzug, A huge rnngc of skills
and foreign language abilities was represented within Ihe battalion;
and English-speaking Brandel1tmrgers \,'ert: intended to be used, in
Blitish unifollll, as an ad\<lnce guard to the inv'"dsion force had
the intended Operation 'Sealion' gone ahead.

The Bral1(lenburgers fought in vinllallr e\'cry campaign on every
fronl. FollO\\~llg the ilwasion of the Soviel Union in JUlle 1941, unit
personnel dressed in SO\~et llllifonns infiltrated columns of enemy
wounded being moved back from the front, enabling them to mo\'"c

behind enemy lines and seize Lhc vilal Dvin,l River
bridge, The regiment rarely oper.ued as a single
entity, ilS specialist nature dictating that clemen IS be
detached for dispersed special operations over
sevef3J fronlS, In 1942 tile parem unit w..as raised
to dh'isional SlatllS, il.5 new complcmem including

12 November 1943: the first
recipient was the regimenL1.1
cOlllmander Oberst Alfons
Konig, 1l \\~tlS made in dark
green doeskin wool, with
silver-grey Russia braid

edging, and with the legend Injnnlf'rie-Regiml'nl U~I machine­
embroidered in silver-grey thread in 'copperplate'-slyle handwriting
SClipl. The band was worn on the lower left sleeve 15cm from the culT.

The sleeve patch for

J~ger units; this example is

machlne-embroidered, bvt
woven verslons we,. also

prod~,Below It Is shown

the Bnlndenburg cuffband;

this was manufactured In one
style only, machlne-embroldered

in sllver-grey cotton yam on

a black wool base,
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Feldmarsthall Y. Matkensen

2 SeeMNl3e5, W<ril' __ ' Gomwl __.....
3 s.. MM. 366. \o\b'ld __ • GemwI s...-~ P\lQ H

Shoulder .trap and cap emblem
Ka\-allerie-Regimem 5 were authorised to wear
on lhe shoulder straps a death's-head tradiuon
badge: lhis was lhe Jawlcss' or 'Prussian' trpe.
idenLical LO that worn on the collar patch by
Panzer troops. It was embroidered in C<I\-alf)'
golden-)'e1low thread dirccllr into the shoulder
strap for mnks up to Umeroffizier, and stamped
in gilt metal for senior NCOs and officers. The
same t....ddilion badge \\-as also worn 011 bolh
peaked senicc caps and field caps, bel\\'een the
eagle and sw'a.stika national emblem and the
cock<lde in national colours.

Arm patch
An IlllllStml ann patch I'Wi \,'om on the upper lighL
sleeve by some members of 4. K....vallerie-Divisioll ­

including K:mllleri<:.....Regimcnt 5 - in the hlSl weeks of the \\,.11'. This was
a.n entirely unoRicial insignia. and judf,,,ng by the relative crudity
of sur...hing examples it .seems to ha\'c been made up by local 'cottage
induslf)' faciliLies mther lImn being commissioned from a trade
manufacturer. It consists of a )"cllo,\' woollen shield \\ith a black border.
upon which t\\'O opposed horses' he-ads are worked in black_)

commander Obchtlt:;ulilalll Sauer and Majors BuJlingen and
BischofT-50nsfeid. wearing il on lhe lower right slee\'e..:. It mll~t be
said. howC\"cr. thal man, orJlcr personnel shown in the .5:nne photos
arc not wearing the band. SO it is sull rJlOught likely rJml only very'
limited Ilumbers were made"

The band \\<1.5 3.2cm wide, made from black wool \\ith siJ\'Cr-gre}"
Russia b ....did edging and lhe legend FtldmilIMhalJ 1'• •\Jackensm
machine-embroidered in ~il\"er-Rrey Latin scrip!. A number
of examples ha\'e appeared posl-war, presumabl\' made as
commelllomLi\'e pieces for \eterans: some are quite cnlde and
Olhers extremely c1aOOr.lle, including one cxceptionall} high
quality piece which has ule miliwry rank expressed in full as
r~,,"aIJtMmllrst:htllJ l'lln Mllrkl'1lSl'lI in SllUeriin script. The standard
Latin script n~rsion is Lhe on I)' Iype for which evidellce of
actual wartime use exisLS"

It has been reponed thaI. dlle 10 lhe dimcult), in obt.:lining supplies
of regulation issue cuffhands, local 'colt:lge industry' facilitie$ were used
- specifically, lhal nuns at (l local convellt were paid 10 use their
t'Tllbl'Oidcf)' skills 10 make up examples of ule bam!' This suggestion
is perrecrl)" logical and closely par-allels lhe circulllstances of
manufacture of the KlIriami campaign cufJband.~

An unIdentified Knight's Cross

winner with the death's·head

Iradltlon badge as worn by

KavaUel'ie-Reglmenl 5 in his

eap. The desltln of the death's­

head varied; this one seems

10 be ttt. sblndard pattern as

uMd on Panzer eol~r patehes.

An exam~ 01 the new
Feldm~1I v, Madrensen

el.ltfband was pl'eHl'lted to
the fleld-lmInN11 on the
oceaslon of 1M 95th birthday

on.~ 1lM-4 by General­

feklmarsehall Keite<l, attended

by an otfieer, an NCO and an
~1s1edman of Knallerie-

R~ 5. (Josef Charita}

RIGHT The F.ldrrYrxh." .... Mackttnsen euttband

was oftklally prodlKed In only _".,.Ign, maehlne­

embtoldered In si1Ver-grey cotton th,.ad on II bladl

wocM base. Some pmrately eommlssioned .......

embroidered examP'eS of 'officer quality' a~ known.

KAVALLERIE·REGIMENT 5

'FELDMARSCHALL VON

MACKENSEN'

of a spray of three pale green oaklea\"es \,;thin a pale grey rope-effCCl
border, all on a dark green, or later Iicld-grt.')' patch. This was worn

on the upper light sleeve.

Special Insignia
CufJband
A cuffband was inrroduced for K.a\'3..Ilerie-Regimem 5 on 6 December
1944. the occasion of Field Marshal mn Mackenscn's 95th birthday. An
example of it was presenled to him at ErbhofBriissow in Pomemnia in a
special ceremon)' auended b)' Generalfe1dmarschall Keilel from the
Oberkommando der Wehnnacht, and also by an officer, an NCO and a
Gcfreiter from the regiment. It had been doubled lh'lI cunhands apan
from this special pr~lllauon piece were e\'er issued: but r.lre wartime
photographs show .5e\'eral members of the unit. including the regimcntaJ

Despite the image of [he Gemlan Am1\' portmycd in IllOSt
wartime nCI,'srcels as being hea\-il} mechanised. the
Wehrmacht fielded a sizeable number of 1ll0l1lilCd troops
- particularly on the Easlem Front, where horsed cavalry
played an important pan in the reconnaissance ro[e
and also in the \\~<l.r against [he panisans.' Allhough the
1st Cavalry Dhision W,15 withdr.nnl at the end of 1941, and

mounted troop$ were only found within reconnaissance
unio. for the nexI 18 Illolllbs, in Junc 1943 bOth

I-Ieeresgruppe Nord :md I-Iecresgnlppe SCld were allocated
their own ca\~all1' regiments. entiued respectively KLMtllcrie-

Rcgiment Nord and Kavallcrie-RcgimcllI SCld, undcr the
command of Oberstlemnant Carl Prinz zu Salm. In Ma)' 1944

the regiments were renamed as KavalJerie-Regimelllcr 42 and 41
respccLi\"e1y. and admillisu-.uivc1)' merged 10 form 42. K<n-allerie­
Brigade. Its principal elemenlS were Kaxallerie-Regimelller 2 and 41:
scbwere K.a\'ailerie-Bataillon 4 (mal); ArLiJlerie--Abteilung Sud, as well
as heav)' monar and signals detachmenlS.

A few da)'S later, howe\"er. me fomler Ka\-aJlerie-Regimcm Nord was
renamed Ka\dllerie-Regiment 5. in reference to Ihe old 5l.h Ca\dlry'
Regiment of the Imperial Cemtan Ann)": henceforth the unit \\'ould
cart")' the traditions ofth:u esteemed regiment. The 4th C3\"3I'1' Brigade
\'o'aS expanded to divisional SlatU5 in February 1945: it oper.lted
in Hungary for two months before wimdJ-a\\ing illlo Austria where
it fought OUI the remainder of the \\-ar in actions againsl rhe Red Arm}",
before finally surrendering to the British.

Known commanders, 4. Kavallerle.Dlvlslon
GenemlleuUlant Rudolf Hoste (Febl1.lary-r..'[arch 1945)
Gencr.lllel.llnant Helmuth VOII Grollllan (to.'larch-May 1945)

1 See MM. 361, AoI:~ ... W<ril' __ '

A member Of • Bnndenbut1l
comtNIndo unit imrohred in the
_ph~,. of the Island of Cos in
..rty 1$44. He _rs Army

l~ht lrvpfcal field dresa,

with the plNked field c:ap thrust

Into the front of his tunic:. Note,ttow_. the rare Arm)' para­

eh...u.t'l Ndpe on his lett bnlut

poeket. By We .tage in the ws,
Branclenbu~were the only

Mf"ifcemen bel." swarded thlt

Army JYnoll'OOp quallflcatlon
"dO•• (Mike Blschortl
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TlIe hlmou. 'StaU",rad CI'OSII'

1hoU1det' .l:rBp emblem In yellow

metlll, with the enn. of the CI'OSll

lnfliled with l!glrt blUoe paint.

Below It ere the three 811ege<!

verl8nb of the unit cutrband:

(topl Gothle IICrlpt on green for

the Iogl,tlc. element, (cenlre)

latIn IICrlpt on black for other
dlvl.IOfllII units, (bottom) Gothic

IICript on black fOl'" Grenadier­

AIl9Jmenl 134. There It no

known evidence that thelIe
_ .. ever luued 8nd worn,

Qcfl";unb :beutschmei.shir..
Hoch und Deutschmeister,

Special Insignia

CufJlxmd
A cufTband \\WdS cenainly authorised 011 26 februa'1' 1945. and :L number
of examples are known which appear to relate to this 1011naoon. All bear
the legend floc" uml J)ellt.sel",,nster, machine-embroidered in silver-gre}'
ram; some are in Lmin SCI;pt and ot.hers in Golhic, While these have
generall}' becn re&rarded as of post-war origin. in recent re;lrs ulere has
been some suggcstion uml lhe different slyles of embroidery' rna)' have
had somc significd-nce: Golhic script. on dark green for the divisional
logistics element. Gothic script on black for Grenadier-Regiment 134
'Hoch und Delltsduneister", and L"\tin script on black for other su».unilS.

Divisional commanders
Cenerallcutnanl A[brecht Schubert (Scptcmber-OclObcr 1939)
General Friedrich Siebert (Oclober 1939-May 1942)
Generallcutn:Ltlt Heinrich Deboi (May 1942-January 1943)
Gcncrallcul.nant Dr Franz Barer (March 1943--Janual)' 1944)
Generallcutnam Dr Friu. Franek Uanual1'-Ma)' 1944)
CenerdllcUlnant BrullO Orulcr (~'la}'-Jllile 1944)
Generailcilumnl Halls-CI-lnther von Rost (Jllnc 1944-March 1945)
Oberst J-1oflinann (March-May [945)

Main elements
Crenadier-Regiment 131
Crenadier-Regimcnt 1:\2
Grenadier-Regiment 134
Panl.cljagcr-Abtcilung 46
AIIll:.lanlll~'S-Ablellllllg44
Anillerie-Regimenl96
:"Jachl;chtcn-Abteilung 64
Pionier-Bataillon 80

Shortly aftcn,-ards a new 44. Division was raised in Austria under lil('
IlonOllr title Reichsgrenadier-Dh·i.sion 'Hoeh lind DeutsChmeister', II
~cl'n:d bricfl} in Northern !laly as pan of Heercsgruppc B um!l.:I·
Rommel. At first irs AIIStri:m troops e~ioyed good relations with the local
populace until. after Italy's llnilatel<ll surrender. it was obliged 10 take
part in the disarming uf Italian Anny units in the area, h l>u~cqllenLl>

carried out operations a~inst Italian, Croatian and Sloven ian p;tnisans
bet"'cen Can: and Fiume, before being inserted illlo the front line south
ofRvllle. Here it ~ned for over a rear in constant combat. ito; reputation
for reli-abilitv increasin~ ....;Ih each ball.le II foughL In 1943/44 Ihe
di\;siol1 ....dS ill\'oh'ed in the defensive batues along u1e Sangro and
Rapido Rivers and in all three oftlie Cassino baules. before withdnlwing
across the AbOluj MOUllIains.

After holding dcfensh'c positions on the Tiber and in the Apenine
~lolintaillS it spent a \"t~I}' bricf period in rest and recuperation in carl}
~()\'ember 1944. but .....as soon despatched to Hungary. L"ntil ~Iarch 1945
ute di\;sioll fought against ule adv:ancing Red Ann)' before ....;thdrn\\;ng
gradllall}' from Hung.u) into easlCm Gemlall}. It was able to retrcal
wesn'<lrds and a\'oidcd SO\;et capD\;!}'" surrendering
to L-S troops at Hohenfurth on 10 ~la}' 1945.

The Gennan Ann)"s oliginal 44. Infantelie-Di,isioll was raised in
Vienna, based on the fonner Ausuian l\nny's Viennese 4lh Infanu)
RegimclH, which bore the lrtldition title 'Hoeh lind DculSChmeistcr'.
The didsion fought well in Poland in 1939, making such rapid progress
as pan of J-1eeresgnlppe Slid that it found itself well within l..he area
allocated to the So'ict Union - it has been cSlim:H(.'"(1 Lhal the division's
average r,llC of arl\'anc:e ....m as much as 20 miles per day. During me
Weslfeldzug the dilision followed in the wake of P"<Ulzergruppe Kleist,
taking part in the attack o\'er the Sommc and into the Wcygand [jilt>.

resulting in heavy casualties against a dctennincd french resisrancc.
The di';sion's first Kniglu's Cross was won bv ObersueuUlalll Karl Eib!
for his pan in lhe capLUre ofChuignollcs. ElcmcllLS ofthc 44th Division
were also responsible for caplUring Bcaugcncv on the Loire withom loss
on 18June.....-inning another Knight's Cross, this time lor Lellmanl Karl­
Heinz :'-1oak.. Follo.....ing the French surrcnder the di\ision spenl ten
months all occup.ulan dmies around La Rochelle before mO\;ng to
occupied Poland in ~Iarch 1941 for a period of intensive training.

In Operation 'Barbarossa' inJune 1941 Ihe 441J1 sen'cd as pari of I.
Panzergruppe on the southern sector of the
front. and took fairly hea\}' casualties breaking
through .1 -.eries of Scniet bunker complexes.
As the tanks rapidl}' pushed forward it \.<lS
left to 44. Infanterie-Di\'ision 10 defend the
flank of the Pan/crgmppe ag-dinst aHacks by
Soviel stragglers and partisans coming OUl of
the I'ripel Marshes LO the north. In }\ugust
lhe didsiull took part in th(~ attack on Kiev,
crossing the Dnieper near Gornostaipol. Once
again, the tanks carried out a classic pincer
1lI0VenH.'1l1 10 encircle Kic" before mo....ing on.
and thc dhision was left to deal with the Soviet
forces trapped in Kie" cit)'. Slowed down at
first by lhe onset of the autumn mud (the
'SchlammzeiT'), and later b)' the coming of
winter, 44, lnfanterie-Division ended lIS firsl )'car
in Rlls~ia in dt:fcllsive positions on the Donetz,
.....hich it held resoltnel)' in the face of strong
cnel1l)' coun ter-attacks.

In 1942 dIe 44th Division formcd pan of thc
6. Armee drive lowards the Volga with the goal of
capturing Stalingrad. The division prm;dcd cover
10 lhe northcm flank along the Ri"er Don to lhe
north-\,'cst of Stalingrad. and saw very hea\1'
fighting beforc slo....·ly being forcL-o C"'"d.Stwa.rds
into the pocket a~ Ihe German forces '.·ere
gr.lduallf surrounded. It suffered the samc fatc
as the rest of Von Paulus' arnl)', being dcstroycd
in Stalingrd<1 in Febrtlil'1 19.t3.

44. REICHSGRENADIER-DIVISION
'HOCH UND DEUTSCH MEISTER'

Major AInutl'~. commander

of I BaQI/lon,~­

Re9Iment 'Hoch und Ottvtsdt­

meIster', Under~

the'S~ Crose' IIhouIdet"
.trap~ eM Just be_

~ the f.,. right of ttW m-g..
For~ in ItaIw' he we..-. •
hOgtl quality pm,8tefy talloNd_..........
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It is nOl impossible that some rna)' havE" been manufactured in the
last \I'eeks of the "~M bUl I1L"\'er issued. Uuul positive proof emergcs
these pieces must be clll1~i(kretl SlISp<--cL: hut colleCtors should al\\~.-l~'S

remember that for Illany years the Mea 19-'4 cullband \I<IS belie\ed never
to h;:l\'e been manufactured during the \I,ll. but is 1101\' finllly established
from warume pholograph.. to have been made, issllt.'(1 and \Ium. alheit
in small numbers.

Shoulder strap emblem
A special insignia. \I;dclv referred to as the 'Sralingrad Cross'. was \1'01ll
011 the shOllldcr Str.lp by members of the di\'isional staff and of
Inranu::rie-RcgimclIl 134 'lioeh und Dcul'>Chmcister'. This ....Ob stamped
from sheet metal and feamrcd a cross of the t\'pe ....·om b\' the Order of
Teutonic Knighu, \\ith a shield in tJle centre bearing the German
national emblem O\'cr a "Croll \lim me It'gcnd ·SL;tlingrad·. The field of
each arm of tJle cross ....dS painted in blue (see Plate C4). No
embroidered version has }'el been noted, so itlll3\ ....·ell be that the metal
cross was illlended for \1C'"dr b\ all ranks. Original examples of this
insignia are rare and il has been ....;dc)v faked.

116. PANZER·DIVISION ('WINDHUND')

This forrnalion, 1Illofficiall) nicknamed the 'Crc)hollnd Division', was
created only in March 19+4. by a merger orthe remnants oCthe hauered
16. Panzergrenadier-Di\ision - which donated PallLer-Abteilung 116.
laICr rc-foml(~d as Panzcr-Rq,rimcl1l 16 - and 179. (ReseTye) Panzer­
Division. Since it \\'as fomu~d from existing units only limited Lime \\'as
necessary for Lraining and \,'orking lip. Whhin three momhs most of
the division was in position 011 the banks of the Seine awaiting the
anticipated Allied invasion. Ilo\,"e\"er. the Panzer-Regimem's I Abteilung
was still at the G•.i.fcnwohr lank training grounds re-equipping with new
Pamhcrs; and il$ n Ablcilullg in France slill had a number ofolder PzKw
rvs and en':n a few obsolete PzKw Ills.

In the evem the division \\<L~ not committed to acuon until Jul)·,
aHached LO XLVII Panzerkorps as part of 7. Annee in Rommel's
I-Ieeresgn.lppc B. It p'lrlicip:ued in the Gennan counter-altack at
Morlain. one of the biggest tank batues in Ihe West, which failed t,o halt
the US armoured break-out (Op~r'l1.ion 'Cobra'); Ihe I I6th I\~IS gradually
pushed back illlo the Falaisc Pocket. from which it only escaped after
suffering very heavy losses. Nlcr iL~ withtlr:III,11 from Norrnand)' the
di\'ision's sm:ngth was dOll'n to a men' 600 men and just 12 tanks;
but il "-,15 soon tasked with defending the border cit)' of Aachen. The
rtllnp of the di\ision succeeded in fending off the firM US attacks agaillst
the Westw'all before finall)' being drhen back. Withdrawn to Dusseldorf
for a brief period of refilting and rebuilding, 116. llanzer-Division
returned to the Aachen area in earl}' Oclober 19--14, but still at ani)"
around 50 per cent of its origilli.ll strength, al1(1 with on I)' .w tanl.s. On 21
October, A.."lchen Ix-carnc the first Gcnnan ciey to fall to the Americans.

In late Onober, 116. Panzer-Dili~ion \\-tlS committed to the defensive
battJes ag-dinst L"S force~ in the Hiirtgen Forest. On 8 l'\O\'cmber it
achie\'ed " significant \;cto.... (almosl am' \'icIO....' seemed significant at

lhis stage of the war) whell it retook the t011'11 of Schmidt lrom
lhe L"S 281h Infantry Division during fierce fightillg in which it lust
Just 15 mnks.

Following this success the division was moved back from tJlt" frollliine
to prepare fUl ib p,l1"l in the forthcoming: Ardenne~ oITellsi\c,
Opermion 'Wathl :un Rhein', II II';LS one of the spearhead fomlations
011 the southern flank of the offensive. where it fought \I;th disunction.
On the failurc uf Ihe opemuoll il \'Ob moved to Kle\'e 011 the Dutch
border. facing a miXlUre of troops from the US 9th Aml\ adv::mcing
from the south, and Canadian 1st Am1\' and British x.x..,X Corps trOOpS
in the nonh. The I Wlh found itself in danger of being trappt.'d in
tJ\t" \rc:ssel Podet. and on 5 March 1945 \I"a$ forced to \\ithdmw o\'er
Ihe Rhine, destroving the bridge behind it.

The division then became pan of XLVII Pallzerkorps in
Arrneegmppe II, and \I'::b tasked \I;th halting the ad\'ancc of LIS
forces to the 50utJl of tJle Ri\'er Lippe on 24 March. OI'er tJIC nexl two
rlavs the by no.... once ag-ain seriously' \\'cakened 'Cr~hollnd' Dhhioll
halted all attempts b\ L"S troops 10 advance easl\I'ards, bUI was e\"entuallv
lorced to \\ithdraw \lhen the British 6tJ\ Guards Armoured Brigade
'liccosfull) outflanked il. April 1945 found tJle remnalll:> of tJle dhision
defending Ihe north flank of the Ruhr Valley ....·here. on 18 April, ill.
su....i\"ors surrendered to the US 9tJl Am1\" when rt."Slsmllce in the Ruhr
rockel fhmlh collapsed.

Like the 1l;t1lzer-l..ehr·Dilision. 116, Panzer had sho\m that when
nell' fomtations were created around a strong nucleus of experienced
\ctCI"'Ul~ and e<lllippcxl to a high standard. a \'el~ high Iel'eI of per­
fonllancc and reliability could be expected. These qualities were of little
use, lfo\l'eI'er, when faced \\ith lack of fuel. supplies and replacements,
alld \\ith O\'c'mlwll'lling enem)' SUperiOrily, especially in the air.

Main elements
Pauzcr-Rcgimcnt 16
Panze'1,'Tenadier-Rcgimelll60
Panzcrgrcnadicr-Regil'l'lent 156
r;uI7cr-An illetie·Regiment 146
Panzcraufkl:"inmgs-Ableihmg 116
Ikcrcs-Flak-Abtcilung ~81

Pamclj~lgcr-Abtei111ng226
P;\llzerpionier-B:llaillon 675

Divisional commanders
GCIl~l'alrn:~orGerard i\'!i'tller (i\larch-M<l)" 19-J.4)
Gener.tl Gerhard CraJ von Schwcrin (:\1ar-Scpwmber 1944)
Gelleralrn~or I-Ieillrich Voigtsbcrger (September 1944)
Gt"lIerall1l:uor Sicgfried \"on Waldebllrg (September 19+t--~lay 1945)

Special Insignia
Onh' one special insiJ:,'l\ia was \I'om b\' this unit. in lile ronn of an unof­
ficial cap b:ldge. "nlis consisted of a small horizomal Q\0l1 zinc plate \\ith
two pronb"S on the re\crse for fitung to tJ\e cap. It was painted black with
a r.tised ~i1ver rim, enclosing a raised sill'er greyhound (the 1\7ndhlwd)
at full stretch. abo\'c a st}lised grollnd line \\;tJl three clumps of grass.

Major ~nz-GuntherGuderian_
II4r\ of aeneraJobenrt Heinz

Guderian_ senior staff officer
(Ia) of 11a. Panzer-Division.
Belo.... him i' aho..... an eumple
of the dlvl'lonal emblem ¥l/On\

at a badgil on the left 'Ide of
the peaked CJIP and fleld cap.
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Leutnant Johannes Lutz.,

commander of the Divlslons­

Be9leit·Kompolni. of 11 e.
Pan:ll:er-DMsion. The field'1lrey
"....ion of the speelal unH_

fOf' armoured personnet was

widely worn in this dlYhJon,
...en by non-armoured unltL

II was worn on the left side of the field cap and on the left side of the
band of t.he peaked scn;cc cap. This insignia has been widdy faked in
the post-war \·e'<n~.

21. PANZER-DIVISION

This division was originall) fonned as 5. Leichte Division in late 1940.
incorporating l~anzel"·Regiment 5 which was trdl1sferred from 3.
Panler~Di\;sion - a Berlin unit first raised in 1935. The manpower of the
5th Light Dhision retaillt'<! the predominantly Pmssian/Silesian mix of
3. Panzer-Di\i.sion. It was selll to North Africa in ..piing 1941. and
shonJ)' after its arriml look an aClh'c pari in the Afrik.akorps' first drive
to........ rds Erol>!. and lhe auack 011 Tobruk. In ..he summer of 1941 it
was enlarged by the arrh'31 of Panzergrcnaclier-Rcgill1clIl 104. and
redesignated as 21. Panzer-Division.

The division hecatm~ one of lhe premier fonnaliolls of Rommel's
I)anzcrarmee Afrika, hcavil)' engaged in all the major battles of the
campaign. During the British Operation 'CnlS<lder' in November 1941
it innicted serious los...;c~ on the altacking 7th Armoured Brigade,
but fought itself \irtuall)' into the ground in the procc....s, ending the
battle with no tanks remaining. h retreated into C)Tcnaica and then.
rt.o.equipped, took part in the !\'Ia)' 1942 counter-olfensive, retaking
Benghazi before going on 10 ovemlll the Ga".ala Line. It took part in
l.he attack on Tobnlk, but during the first failed attempt to c..lpture

the pan the dhisional cOlllmander \\~<lS blamed by
Rommel for his lack ofsuccess and rcmO\'ed from
his posL The di\ision continued to playa major
part in Rommel's attempts on the £1 AJamein line
that summer. At Second Alalllcin in October it
was ground down to a remnant of its former
strength. counting just 12 remaining tanks in
No\'ember when the full-scale Axis retreat beg'dJl.

111e dhision withdrew in good order and \\;tll
cxcellem discipline, pro\'iding a rearguard for the
Gennan retreat. It wa.<; reinforced in Tunisia in
Febnml1' 1943 and most of iu losses in mnks \,'ere
made good. It l.hen took pan in the battles around
Sidi Ball Zid and Sbcil.la, and at Kasserinc Pass
it inflicted serious losses on the recemly anived
American II Corps. Worn down by aurition and
lack of fuel and supp!i<:s, 21st Panzer was fmally
trapped in nonhel1l Tunisia with the rest of
Pal1£crannee Afrika, its remnants surrendering
on 13 Ma}' 1943.

Shortly thereafter the di\ision "<is re-fonned in
Nonnandr: a considerable cadre of former
'Africans' who had sen.'ed \\iLh tile original 21sL
ensured continui£}' of ti,e di\ision's traditions
and esprit de corps. The new formation was
principally built around the former Panzer­
Regiment 100 (subsequemly renumbered as

Panzer-Regiment 22), but this unit was initially equipped \\'ilh obsolcl.c
Fr<'nch tanks of dubious combat \11Iue. By the summer of 1944 Ccnnan
tanks had replaced mall)' OftllCSC, hut even I.h('11 I.here "~dS a fair repre­
..entation of obsolel.l~ \'chicles such as tile PzKw IVB and I\'C and nen
,I few old PzK....·Il1.s. 11J(~ ne\\'I) fOl'ncd di\i.s:ion remained on occupation
dut)' in France. beinR declared unfit for ser"ice 011 tile Eastcm From
due to its poor equipmcnL

In June 194-1. 21. Panzer-Division was lllc onl) am\oured unit
to aClUall" coumer-attack l.he Allied landings on D-Day Elements of
the Pan7er-Regiment were on exercises when the invasion "~d.S reponed,
but being armed onl)' \\il.h training ammunition the} had 10 be
hurriedl)' recalled to be issued with live rounds. In the weeks which
followed Lhe division look a hammering as it doggedl) defended
its area in front of Caen, cOlllribuLing significa.lll1r
LO the severe delay imposed on the Allied
timetable. After escaping from the Allied pincer
aHack around lllc Falaise Pocket the division
was used as a mobile 'fire brig-....dc· all t.he solllh­
\\'CSI sector of the Western Front. The
l'anzcl"-Regiment's commander. Oberst I-Iemlann
\'011 Oppeln~Bronikowski. was dccol(lI.ed willl
the Oaklcavcs LO his Knight's Cross in recognition
of his regimenr's perfonnancc in Normand),.
In January 1945, 21. Panzer look pan in the
Gt:mJaIl push Lowards StrdSbourg, before being
tr:lIlsferred to tile southern sector of tile Russian
FronL where it ended tile war.

Major elements (1944)

P'Ul£cr·Regiment 100
Panzergrenadier~Regiment 125
Panzergrenadier·Rcgiment 192
PanLerau£klanlngs-Abtcilung 200
Panzer~Pionier-Abteilung220
StlIl1l1geschlltz·Abteilung 200
l)anLer·Artillerie-Regimcnt 155

Divisional commanders

Generalmttior Johannes Slrcich (Fcbruar)'­
July 1941)
Generalmajor Johann VOll RavenSl.ein
Uul)'-NO\'Cmber 1941)
Obcrst.leuUlant CUSla\'-Ge....rg Knabe (November 1941)
GcnernllcliUlant Karl Bottcher (December 1941-February 1942)
Generalmajor Georg \'on Bismarck (February-August 1942)
Oberst Carl-Hans Lungershallsen (September 1942)
Gcncrd.llcumant Heinz von Rando\\' (September-December 1942)
Ceneralleumant Hans-Georg Hildcbrdndt UanuaI)'-~larch 19'13)
Ceneralmajor Heinrich-I-Iennann \Un Hu!sen (April-~Iay 1943)
Cencrd.llcumant Feuchtinger (Mav 1943--Janllary 1944)
Ceneralmajor (}s1.\;n Grolig Oanllal")'-~Iarch1944)
Gcneralleumant Franz We thow:n (March-May 19+1)

Major He.-m.nn von Oppeln­

Bronik_akl, commander of

the bnk regiment In 21.
Panzer-DhrIs/on. .-toeraue
CltYalryman, he r'Iri¥ed the

w.r .nd later Hf"ted In the

8undnwenr. tn retlrement
he~ I'Iuvtty lmooI¥ed

in equn:~ sparta, helping

to min the c.n.d1M1 team for
the 1864 Tokyo Otymptc..
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CencrallculJlant Fcuclltinger (May 1944-:lanuary 1945)
Obcrl't Helmut ZOIlCllkopf (January-February 1915)
Ceneralmajor ~Iarcks (Febnlary-April 1945)

Special insignia
None.

24. PANZER-DIVISION

This fonnation U'aced iLS origins to 1.(Oslprcussische) Ka\-alleric­
Bri~de in 1921. On the Olilbreak Of\\'af in September 1939 the brig-ddl'
saw action in lhe Polish campaign, advancing \\;111 3. Annce ';01
~lrscinice and Franko\'o and crossing t.he :-':are\' and Bug riw~rs in the
drh"c to Warsaw. It was expanded 10 di\'isional Slatns in December 1939
as I. K.a\'allerie-Di\isioD.· In me Western camp..'lign of 19-«> t.his horsed
fommuon advanced imo Fri~lalld in t.he nOll.hem ~elherlandsagainst
fairly weak opposition until it ran lip ag-.tlnsl the Dutch fonress of
Kornwerderzand. which was supportt.'C! by Dutch gunboalS on the
Waddcnzee; however. the DlIlch surrender saved the di\ision from the
possibility of hea\'}' c'LSuahies in an) ,Htcmptcd assauh. TIlereafter me
1st Cavalry Di\uion moved into France, ad\;Ulcing \Iith XXXVlIl Korps
of 4. Annee o\'er l.he Somme and the Seine. and reaching La Rochelle
by the time of the French capitulation 011 23 June. After a period in
France on occupation dlllies the di\ision .....is \\ithdrawn 10 the east to
prepare for Opcrdtion 'BarbafOssa'.

During the invasion of Ru"Sia in summer 19-11 the 1st Cal<l1ry
Division sen'ed \\ith XXIV Korps in Ann)' Group C.entre, protecting
the right nank of Guderian's 2nd Panzer Group during the cTOssing of
the Dnieper and tht" drive on Smolensk, and fighting around lhe
BI)'<lllSk Pockel. The horsemen \I'ere particularly successful a6'<linst br­
passed $(nict unitS cOllmer-allacking from the northern fringe of the
Pripet t.,·larshcs, Ekfore l.he onset of winter 1941 it \\~as withdrawn from
t.he Eastern Front and moved 10 France, for re-<>rganisation as the 24,
Panzer-Division in November,

The new di\ision I,'as auached tu 6. Armee under Generaloberst \'on
PaultLS and lOok part in the fateful 1942 Sllmmer offensive lO the Volga,
h perished at StalingTad I,~th the rest or 6. Armee, its pililtll remnants
passing into Soviet capLivit)' in ~Iarch 1943.

The division was fe-formed shortly thereafter: and afte,' a brief spell
in Northern Italy the new fonnation moved to t.he Eastern From, where
it suffered he,l\y losses in the ferocious baules around Kiev in
November 1943. In ~brch 1944,24. Panzer-Division look pan in the
relief of the Cherkassy Pocket. the gallantry of its troops earning it a
fonnal mention in despatches. Duling Lhe Gennan collapse of mat
summer the dhision made a fighting \1;thdr<!.vr.t1 through Poland and
into Hungary. where it counter-au...cked west of Debrecen, but later
lOok very hea\'}' casualties in lhe defence of KecskemeL in the final
\\'eeks of me \.'ar the remnants of 24, Panzcr-Di\;sion were fighting in
nonh-east Prussia. where t.I1C)' \\'em into SO\iet capri\it)' in May 1945.

(cot/tin IUd on paj7 33)
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1: SehUtte, lnf-Regl 'Gros$deUt$Chland', 1939

2: Feldwebel, Feldgendarmerletrupp 'GO', 1941
3: UnlerotfWer, Aek-Abtellung 'GO'. 1943-44
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1: Hauptmann. PzGntn-Revt 'feldherrnhalle" 1943
2: Funkei'. PzGren·Oi¥ 'FfidhenmaUe', 1943-44

3: ~lre<ter,Pz·Abl.u-sl 'F.~lle'.1943

1: Hauptmann. lnl-Regt 119 'Ust', 57. lnf-Div. 1943

2: Major, ~-Oiv '8nIodenburg',late 1944
3; Unteroffiz~,Grwon-R-.gt 13<&, .... ReichsGren-DiY

'Hoch und Deutsc;hme!sttlf', 1944
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1: Felclwet>el. sc:hwem panzer-Ableilung 503, 1944

2: leutnanl Otto Carius, sPz-Abt 502
3: M~jor Erich Schmidt, sPz-Abt 507
4: Major Willi J3hde, sPz-Abt 502

2

5

1: Leutnant. Stl.nnilrtil~,
116.h-Div,1\1044

2: FeIdw~ Pt-Regt 22,

21. Pz-DiY, 19"
3: Unterotfizier, PzGren-l.ehf..Regt

go1.(13O.) Pz·L.nr·or., 19.t.4

3
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1: Leutnant, Kon-Regl 5

'F~I von Mackensen', 1945
2;~, Kav-Regt 5
'F~' von Maekensen'. 1945

3: Feldwebel. Pz·Regt 24, 24. PZ-Oiv, 1~

2 1: FMdwebel of panzertruppe, FUhrer·e.g'-it·Brigade. 1944

2;~, fUhrer-Grenadier-OIvision, 1945
3: F1lldwebel, W~tailIon BertIn, c.11M3

G



H

1: F.Idwebel, Gebirgsjjgef"-Regl 138, 3. Gebirgs-Oiv, c:.1942

2: Genefaloberst Eduard [);ell, 1943

3: Gefreiter, 5. Gebirgs-Oiv. 1943

~~A40~of24.

P~, • ..,.t_of
the North African ~Ign,

-..s the A!I'1bcom~

c:uf'Iband on the lett~ of

~ I*dl~ unH'orm with

tha1 fonMtkln's .-elail golden­
yellow plptne.

Main elements
Paliler-Regimclll 24
Panzergrenadier-Regimellt 21
Panzergrenadier-Regiment 26
Panzcranillerie-Regimenl89
Panzerallfklanlngs-Abtcilung 24
Heeres-1-1ak-Abteilung 283
Panzerpionier-Bataillon'IO

Divisional commanders
CeneralleuUlant Kurt Feldt (November 194 I-April 19-12)
Ceneralmajor Bruno Riner \Un Haucnschild (April-,.';eptcmbcr 1942)
Generalleumant Arno ,un Lenski (September 1942-JallllaT)' 1943)
GenerallelllnalH Maximillian Rcichs-Freihcrr "on Edelsheim (March
1M3-August 1944)
Ceneralmajor Custa" Adolf mn Nostitz-Wallwilz (AUgu.Sl 194+­
March 1945)
Cenerallcutnant Rudolf"on Knebel DObcrit7 (March-~b}' 19·15)
(Throughout the war the di,;sion's officers included a higher man usual
propol1.ion ofanslOCfaLS. reflecting l.he old cavalr)' l.f'3dition.)

Special Insignia
While no special badges ..•..ere ",·om, !.his formation was unique among
!.he Panzer di,isions in its ,isible rcnt.oction of the ca'<l.I'1' roots from
....·hich il. sprang. Instead of the regulation rose-pink of!.hc Panzcnmppe,
all uniform and insignia piping - to the peaked senicc cap, field
cap, and Lhe shoulder SU"dpS, collar palches and collar of the black
"chide unifonn jacket - was in the cavalry's golden'yellow Waffenfurbe.
Within other Panzer divisions the crews of annow·cd reconnaissance
"ehides .....ere authorised c<lval'1' }'cllow Waffenfarhc; but tllC 24tll
was unique in that this colour .....as also worn by its tank cre,..'S.

(130.) PANZER-LEHR-DIVISION

This rchtli"ely 'ncw' division, formed only on 30 Deccmber 1943, was
created from some of the besl and most experienced Panzer soldiers
in tllC German Arm)'- The Litle 'Lehr' indicates an elite evaluation and
rlemonSU<l.Lion llnit. AI. thc sllggesLion of thc CcncralinspekLcllr der
Panzcnruppe, Gencraloberst Heinz Guderian, the Panzer-Leht"
Division was built around a strong cadre of men who had sen·ed as
instructors in tllt: Anuy's variolls tank Lmining schools, most of
whom had already seen extensive COll1baL 011 tlle Eastern Front.
Guderian also ensured that these highly experienced LTOOpS were
issued with only the besL equipment, including a full complement of
Lhe excellent P7.Kw V Panl.her tank, oflen in shon supply. He also
saw to it thaI. command ""as given 10 one of his most tnlsted
subordinaLes, CeneralleuUlanl FriLl. Bayerlein. who had proved
himself in Nortll Africd. under Rommcl. The division ....'as full)'
mOlorised, and its infantry were tnlc Panzergrenadiers, all transponcd
in amlOured half-tracks instead of the more usual mix of half-tracks
and 'softskin' uucks. 33



By the spling of 194'1 tht:: formation was al full
strength, and ilS lirst 0pt~ralionlll posting .....tS 10

Hungary: but it remained there onl) blienr before
being lrd.llsfeITed 10 Frdllce in preparmion for the
anlkip.u(.'C1 Allied invasion. On 6 June 19-1-1 the
di\ision '.'as in the area around r-driS. under the
colltrol of I SS-Pan/er.Korps; it was immedialelr
ordered to mO"e towards the coast. but under ..kics
ruled b)' the Allies the joume,' took twO full d'1) .
By the time Panzer-I..chl· reached the \icinit} of
G~en on SJune it had alread} lost oyer 200yehides
to the Allied fighter·bombers before it even S..1W
action. 111e division went into combat the next day,
on I}' to find that pan of iL" a.'''signed area of oper­
ations had alrcad) been L1ken hl' the British 8th
Armoured Brig-Mle, Panl.cr-Lehr <ttClcked. but the
situation had all'cad}' deteriorated to the extenl
thatlhe operalion was called otT because of enemy
pressure all Ihe division's flanks; however, they
"uCCCSSflllly fended otT further British ;utack!;
around Till)~ oper.lling alongside SS Panzer units.

B)' II June it had become clear thai the OIiginal
L:L~k which the di\ision had been allocued - to
dcstTo)' the Allied bridgehead - was no longer
feasible; and Panzer-Uhr. with the rcst of I ss­
Panzer-Korps.....ent 01lto the ddensi\-e. For the
next IWO days the di\ision resisted strong enemY
auacks which were supported b)' hea,) na\'3l
gunfire fTOm \\-.uships I)ing off the coast. On 13 June British unitS
penelr.ltcd Panzer·Lehr·s flanks, but ....ere thrmo.'ll back b) a coumer­
attack at Villers-Socage, the scene of the historic action b)' Waffen-5S
Tige.. tank ace ~Iichacl Wittmann, The amval of 2. Panz.er.~i\ision in
the area in mid:June eased the pressure (In Panzer-Lc::hr sllghlly. but
the di\ision had already sutTered almost 20 per cent losses.

The didsion's darkest day came in the second half ofJul)' 1944. On
the 25th a massed USAAF bomber attack saw o\'cr 4.000 tOilS of bombs
dropped on p.Ulzcr-Lehr's positions in preparation for the US break-out
offensivC' in SOllthern Normandy, Operation 'Cobr-a', The divisional
commander Cen. Bayel'lcin described the resulting appearance of lhe
area as a heavily ct<tt('red moonscape: and il was estimated that up to
70 per cem of Panl.cr-Lehr·s ]>Crsollllc1 \,'ere killed, wounded. or
lemporarily disabled due to concussion and shock.

Panzer.Lchr look pan in Ihe gener.ll \\ithdrnwal from Nonn:-Uldy in
hue summer 194-1. crossing the Seine and moving right back to the
Gennan border. In October 1944 it \\<is completely refitted but \\ith a
n.-duccd csClblishment. featuring: only a single battalion of tanks rather
than a two-batCllion regimenL In Dei:embcr, Panzer-lehr tOok pan in the
ill-fated Ardennes offensivc as pan of 5. Pam:erannee under Gen. \'on
MalllcufTei. fighting around the Bastogne area. When the offensive was
halted P'"n7.c.r·Lchr relocated to Holland, whence it graduall}' ....ithdre\\·
into Germany. fighting on the Saar and against the Remagen bridgehead.

34 It finally surrendered to US forces in the Ruhr Pocket in April 1945.

~t Bruno K.ht. a

highly deeor1oted Mltdler wtto

~ with -...nl pNStlglous

f~tions Inctudlng Panzer·

Regiment 'Groude1JtK:hland'.

He commanded Panze,..Leh,..

Regiment 130, the con: of
the Panz.,..Leh,..OIviston,

General Eduard DIeU. the 'Hero
of Harvill' ;ond commander of

3. GeblI"p-DM5ion, iIIft... the

-.rd of the Oillkleaves to his

Kn"'t.. Croa. He wean: the
....... Shield on his upper
Ieft.-ve. See Plat. H2.

Main elements
Panzer·Lchr·Regiment 130
Panzergrenadied_.ehr-Regimenl901
Panzer·Artillerie-Regiment 130
p.dnzcf3l1fllanlll~L(·hN\btdlung I~

Panze!jager·Le.hr·..\btcilung 130
Heeres-nak·Abteilung 331
p.dlll.cr·Pionicr·BaL'lilloll 130

Divisional commanders
Gcner.tllcutnant Frit7 Bayerlein Oanual)-JlIne 19-14)
Generalmajor I-Irazitllh Gmf Str.lchwitz \'on Gro~Zaliche und
Camminetz (June-August 19·14)
Oberst Rudolf Gerhardt (August-Scplcmher 1944)
Oberst Paul FreiheIT \'on Hauscr (September 1944)
Ccncralleuumnt Frilz Ba)'crlein (September 1914-January 1945)
Gcncr<Lhnajor HOrsl Niemack (Janllary-April 194:1)
Oberst Paul FreiheIT von llauser (April 1945)

Special insignia
The only special insignia \\~\S the Icuer 'L' for l.chl' which was wom On
the shoulder StrapS by all di\isional personnel - embroiden..-d in the
rcle"<L1ll WafTenfarbc forjllnior ranks, stamped in white metal for senior
NCO ranks (see Plale 05) and gilt melal for officers.

3. GEBIRGS-DIVISION

As "ilh Illany of the Gennan t\nny's mountain units. 3. Cebirgs-Di\ision
had its origins in tile Austrian Ann)'. Follo\\ing the Anschluss in 1938
the Austrian 5th and 7th Divisions were amalgamated to bcrome
3. Cebirgs-Di\ision.

111e di\ision served in the brief Polish campaign "ilh HL'Crcsgnlppe
SLid: but although committed to the Eifel region for the fonhcoming
campaign in the WCSt il saw no significant aclion befol'e being chosen ;L'i

one of the lead fomlations for the attack on Nar'\ik during Ihe invasion
of Norway in April 1940. The mountain troopers were transported lO
Nan~k in ships of the Kriegsmarine's destro),er flotilla; IlIOSt anived at
their destination \\'eakCllcd by seasickness afler sever,,1 hours cooped up
below decks on destl"O)'crs tossed about in rouKh seas. The Gebirwojager
accepted the surrender of the Norwegian !farrison, but were ulcmseh'es
isolated by the am\'al of the Ror.tl Navy, which ovcrllle course of sew:I<t1
brief but ferocious engagements in\uhing Blitish deslroyers and the
battleship HMS H'I1rspitesank tbe entire force often Gennan destroyers.

In appalling .....cather conditions the mountain troops fought
tenaciously [0 defend uleir perimeter against Polish, French. Norwegian
and Britisb U'oops. Hitler, not kno.....n for aUo\\ing his commanders to
retre-dl. proposed the ~~dcuation of the Gebirgsjager. or the altemauyc
ofha\ing them march intO nelllrai S\\'eden and accept intenllllCnt rather
than surrender. The dhisional commander. Gen. Eduard Dietl,
persuaded Hitler that the mOlllllam troopers should hold fast; b)' this
point O"er 15,000 encmy troops were pressing in 011 his shrinking bUl 35



SlUbbornl~ held perimeter. A f<:,,' p..'U'atroOpeni - including ,·o!UI1It.-ers
from the 2. Cebirgs-Oh;sion - were dropped to reinforce Dietl's
command. but the position remained pr<--cariotls. Other clements of
the 2nd :-.tount.,un Di,;sion ~tnlck OUI o\"t~rland in an .mempl to relieve
the 3rd Di,;~iol1. 125 miles away. Selecting t,he fiuest and mosl
('s]>crienccd troops for an advallce force. the commander' of 2. Gebirgs­
Di\;sioll a~kcd his men fOl" an all-oUl elTon to reach their comrades. Fate
"'as to rt:w;lrd Dietl·s detennin:uion, howe\"er; when the relief force \\".1-'1

~till three da\"li' man::h awa\" ~om";l\" ~lIITcndcred, Dietl would tllereafter
be rcted as the ·HeroofNa;"'ik·. bUl would admit tllat he had been on the
point of conceding defeaL

In June 19-11,3. Gcbirgs-Di\;sion wok part in the im~L~iOIl of the
SO';el Union, sU'iking nortll-casl from Finland towards Murmansk.
Denied the capture of the So\iet pon, the dhision SpClIl Ol'er a rear in
<tg-gressive but esscntiall) static 1\~lrfare against the Red Army before
being moved lO lhe southern sector of tlle frolll.
The 3rd Moulltain Oi,ision ultimately fomled
part of 6. Annee. rebuilt after the disaster al
Stalingrad. and foughl in the defensive battles as
the Gcml<lIls withdrew from the Ukraine and illlO
Hungary and Slo\--akia. It sen'ed out Ihe last le\\'
weeks oflhe war in defcll.,i\"e operations in Sil~sia.

where il finally surrendered 10 the Red Ail11)'.

Main elements
Gebirgsjagcr-R(:giment 138
Ccbirgsjager~Regimelll 139
Cebirgs-Artillerie-Regimellt 112
Gebirf,rs-Allfkl;inlllgs-Abteilung 12
Gcbirgs-Pionicr-Balaillon 82
Ccbirgs-Panzerab\\'ehr-Abteilling 48

Divisional commanders
Gt'neraloberst Eduard Died (September 1939-JlUlc 1940)
GeneralJulius Ringel Oune-Oclober 1940)
Cenerall-lans Kre)'Sin (October 194o-August 1943)
Ceneralleumam Egben Picker (Augusl 19-13)
Gcncr.t1 Siegfried Ibsp (Allb'l.lst-Scplembcr 1943)
Gener.dlelllnallt Egbert Picker (Septcmber 1943)
Generallelltnant AuguSt WitUllann (September 1943-Jllly 1944)
Gencrdl!ellln:lIlt Paul Klau Olll)' 19-14-May 19-15}

Special Insignia
The most significant piece of insignia pertinent to this dh;sion ....-as
the special Nanik campaign shield \\'om on the left sleeve. This aml.rd
\\,IS insliUlted on 19 August 1940 and look lhe fonn of a silvered metal
shield LOpped by an cagle and s\\~.Istika and lhe legend ·Narvik·. On
lhe shield were depicl.ed a propeller (for the Luflw·aJTe), an anchor (for
the Navy) and an Edelwei~ (for the Gebirgsjager). spnbolising lhe
combined elTon made b~ all three scnices in ule baule of Nanik"

Men of 3, Geblrg,-DIYI,lon
on the uslem Fronlln 1942;
the ~fTeit.rwith the

binoculaR" a ....1_ of the

battle for Narrik .. 8YldencecI
b1 the Narvtk Shield on the lett
__ ot his gl"Ntcolrt. Not.
the Edelweiss N6glI on the

lett atda of the short·visored
BergmOtzen CDp", [.IOMf Cll.arft.j

TOP The fbrYIk Shield, Iuued
In ..~ [KtulIIy light grey zlnel

tor tIM~". and ........y and
gold for the Navy. In the ea..
ot _.nt. to G.olrgsJlger, ..
1'IenI, 11 I, mounled on a pleee
of "eld-grey backing clolh lor
IIIl1chlng to the unllonn sleeve.

ABOVE The Mountain "Troops'

E........ aeev. patch k'I........................
quality .....'"9!e using a!umiNunl
and goId-coloulWd wi...

TIle dhi:·,ional persollnel natural!, alsH ,,"ore the spc..'Cial EdclweiS!>
insignia which identified all moullmin lllli15. TIle right sleew p;nch
consisted of a white Edel"'ciss flower \\;th vcllow stamens and green
stelll, SCi wil.hin a sih'er-grcy twisted rope border wilh a piton at its top.
This was made in both machine-embroidered and wO\'cn fonllS for
lower mnks, and occasionally in hand-cmbroidercd bullion thread for
officers, The standard metal Edelwci~ clT1blelll ....~ds also I\'orn on lhe len
side of the Bergmiitze.

5. GEBIRGS-DIVISION

This dhision had its roots ill the mountains of B:lI<lria \\'here mnSI of
its personnel were recmited. tbough its home base was:u GI"llZ. Austria.
The division W;IS formed in 194() around a Gldn: clement tr<msicrred
from I. Gcbirgs-Divisioll. After trainillg in the Alps it \I~IS mO\'ed
into the Balkans, taking part in the im'lSion of Greece and the
destruction of Ihe ·~Ieta.xas· defence linc. Almost immediateh
aflen''ards it fOllghl its mosl significant bailie when. ill Ma}' 19-11.
it took. pan in the ill\'a$ion of the island of Crele.

The 5th Mountain had nm been one of the formations originally
int('n<led for this openuiun, bill W;IS pulled ill at the last mornell!.
to make up a shonfall in ,m\ilablc troops, Fl"Om ilS base in Greece
it \\~lS 10 mO\'e to Crete in stages to back up the Fall.schirn~:iger

who \I'ould have alrcad) landed. The first \\~.t\"e \I';IS 10 be lr.lIlsponed
by the Lufu\--afTe in Ju52 transport..'l to Maleme airfield as soon as il
had been captured (ahJlOugh each plane could carry on Iv 12 men
with their full equipmcnt, so mallY flights would be needed). The
second wa\"e was to be transported by sea, also 10 :-'Ialemc: for this
purpose the dh;sional commander, Generalleutnanl Julius 'Papa'
Ringel, cOllllllandeert.:d a fleet of more than GO small Greek fishing
\'essels (caiques). Disaster struck when the caiqlles were intercepled
on 19 May and sunk by warships of lhe Royal Na\y: of the two ful!
OOltalions being Lrdnsponcd. onl~ 52 men made il LO Crete.

111e Gcbirgsjager tmnsported by air found lheir planes coming
under hea\")' lire as tllt')' landed. from New Zealand troops ,,'ho still held
the heiglll5 overlooking Maleme. Each squad W;IS forced to dash for
co\'er as soon as lhey exited the aircrafl, \\'hich had 10 turn around
and lake alTagain immediately, slill under fire and amiding the \\Tecked
ail'crillt which lil.lcred the nl11\\~dY. E\"entually, by 111id-day on 22 r..'!a)',
a full batt."\.lion had been landed. and tlley beg-dn to first securc and
then graduaU)' to expand lheir perimeter.

TIle lroops al Maleme were fanned into three Kampfgruppen. One
Gebirgsjager battle group would defend :\Ialemc ilSelf: lhe second.
predominaml)' Fallschirn~:iger.would defend the eastem approaches
to lhe town and airfield: while the third, another Gebirgsjager group,
would allack the enemy poSilions overlooking j\'lalemc. The lauCI'
group made good progress ulllil they reached Modion. \\'herc Ihey
ran inlO slLlbboi"ll resist:lllce from New ZeaJand troops. In comb'll
skills and deternlinaLion the 0PI)(}l1cnlS \\"C,'C evenl)' matched. and
the Gemlans took significant casualties before IinalJ) ctri\ing the
defenders olT lhe heights O\'erlooking Maleme. With the airfield 37



schwere Panzer-Abtellung 501
fornlt~d in 19-t2. One full compall} of this
unit was shipped to Tunisia in ~o\"ember 19-t2,
seeing action agolillSt the Allies al Tebourba 3JId
Hamra, and ill Februal1' 1943 around Kassel;ne,
The elements in Nonh Africa I,·ere forced to
surrender along with the rest of the Axis forces
in l\'lay 1943 afler fierce cOlnbat ill t.he l\Iccljerda
Valley; but the battalion was re-formed around
t.he companies which had remained in Europe,
on occupation dllt)' ill Fnlllcc, Full)' up 10

strength. it \''as sent to the Eastern From and
was immediatel}' invoh'ed in defensh'e actions
around \'itebsk and Gorodok. TIle battalion ',~dS

refitted with the e"en heavier Tiger 11
(,Konigstiger') inJul), 1944. lllcrcafter itlought
on tJ1e defellshc as the Ccnllan annies retreated
through I)oland, seeing particularly heavy
fighting at Radom and KIeice,ln December 19-14,

THE TIGER TANK BATTALIONS

In the 60 ~ears since its firsl appearance on tJ1e banleficld the Pi'_K',' \'1
Tiger Lank' has achieved a stalUS \dIlch can onh be described as
legendary. Whcn it fi''it rolled offthc production line in 19-12thc Tiger
was the most powerful amlOured fighting vehicle in existence. Irs
rrOlllal armour was virtuallv impen-ious to aU "oo"'n anti-tank
\\·eapons. and its 8.&111 gun was capable of destroying all known enem)
tanks well before lhe\' carne \I;thin the effective rAnge of their own
rl1ain armament. It. is in this sense, of employing an outstanding
II'capons SrstCI1l which achic\'cd rcmarkable results, that the Tiger tank
units ma)' properl)' be considered an elitc,

Tigers were eXIJ'cll1cl)' cxpcnsh'e 10 produce in te:rms of material and
manpower reSOtll'c<-'s, and were carefull) husbanded. Although in tJ1C
earh' days ofits combat se......ice se\'eral elite di,isiol15 were allocated their
0\\11 Tiger units (e.g. 'CrossdeuiSChland', the LuflwalTe's 'I-Iennann
('.o,ing' Dhision, and the three premier \\'afTen-S$ Palll.er dhisions), as
a general mIl' the')' C-.lJ11e 10 be deplo\'cd al C.orps. Ann)' or C\'en AmI}'
Croup 1C\'e1 in speciall\' fonned Hea,", Tank Baltalions (sch\\'ere Panzer­
Ableilungen), TIH~ higher command would tJleli decide \\hich sector of
the front most needed tJlcse scarce 3SSCts, shifling them fmm arca
to area to dC'.ll \Iith crises. A typical schwere Panzer-Abteilung had
a headquarters clement and lhrce companies of Tigers, cach nominall)'
14 tanks strong, pIllS scn;ce and suppOrt elcmcnL~, In some ca.~cs,

particularl)' dUI'ing the early days of its use, there
were il1l>u£Iicicllt Tigers to fully equip tbe hea\')'
battalions, and a company of IighIC" tanks such
as PzKw His were substituted,

11le following Ann)' Hea\'} Tank Battalions
were fomled:

Major Willy Jlhcle, comlNlnder

of schw... PIIUi.,...Abteltllni
502, welrlng the sheepakln

ov.,...jaeket PQP\lla. with some

Tlger crews on the Eastem
Front - see Plate E.

The Edelwelll, aymbol of the

mountain troop,:
TOP White mewl cap~ wtth
goki-<;Oklured ~lnt.-t stamens.

CENTRE The 1Nd>lne­
....brokSered .....,..;on of the

sleeve INlt...... In go6den-yellow,

white and pale if.-n wtth a
sl""er-grey 'rope and plt.on',
BELOW The _ItO variant, still

on its backing strip,

Main elements
Gebirgsjiiger-Rcgiment 85
Gcbirgsjager-RegimenllOO
Gebirgs-Artillcrie-Regimcnt 95
Gebirgs-Aufkl~lnll1b'S-Ableilung95
Gcbirgs-Pionier-Bataillon 95
Cen irgs-Panze!j'-lger-Ablei ILing 95

Divisional commanders
CencralJulius Ringel (November 19<IO-Febnlal)' 1944)
GeneralleUlnant Ma.... Schrank (Febnlary 19·14--Januar), 19-t5)
Generalm;yor Hans Su:cts U3JIuaI)'-Ma)' 19-t5)

Special insignia
Apart from the regulation distinClions of the Mountain Troops, lhe
5. Gebirgs-Dh~sion unofficiall)' adopted a special badge worn 011

lhe left side of the Bergmlltze beside the Edel\\'eiss. In the form of
a slylised white metal chamois mOllntain alllelope standing on a
triple mOlUltain peak, this \\'itS known as thc ·Cams'.t

now safe from enemy fire tJ1ere w·.-!.S a rdpid increase in thc r.tle
of reinforccmcnt,

The di,;sion pushed on to\'-dfds GalataS \,'here a combined attack
b\ Gebirgsjiiger and Fallschirmjagcr Ollce ag-olin sllccessfully o\er­
c;me thc New Zealanders, but onl}' aftcr hca\')' fighting, With
substantial Cerman reinforcements now available the tide had
finallr turned againsl the defenders, and 5, Cebirgs-Di\'ision
continued to pursuc thc fcu'eating British and CommOI1\\'ealth
trOOpS through the mountains to the ports from which lheir remnants
\,'cre fmall)' evacuatcd.

AfLCr their successful involvCIl1CIlI on Cretc, the di\~sion I11m'cd
10 Ihe EastCnl Front in March 1942. being thrown into l.he festering
swamps of the Volkhov region in northcrn Russia to prevent
the escape of large numbcfll of So,'iet troops caughl in the Volkhov
Pocket. The enemy carried out man)' bra\'e but pointless head­
on altacks in an attempt to break through tJ1e German encirclement,
and suffered extremel)' hea\')' losses in the process; o\'er 33,000
SO\;et prisoners were e"enlllall)' taken, The division was then
tasked with hunting down tJIC large groups of Soviet stragglers, still
hea\;})' armed, who had taken to the dense forests in this region_

In the slimmer of 1943 Ihe S(wiets launched a major counter­
olTensi\'e, .....hich saw the division severely bauered and frdgmellled.
Despite their losses the weakened Gcbirgsjagcl' fought wilh great.
determination - at one point a single banaliOI1 was holding off
three entin: Soviet regimcnts, in t.cn"ain ill-suited for defence, The
5th Mountain Division "~.lS evcntually relicved in July 1943 alld
transfelTed to \\~....mer dimes, moving to hal)' as part of 10. Annet'.
Here it took part in tJ1e battles to thc south of Rome and tJ1C defcnce
of die Gothic Line before being pulled back to the franco­
Italian border, It e\'enmall)' surrendered to US forces at Turin in
Ma}' 19-t5.
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Leutnant Otto Carius, com·
mander of 2 Kompanle'
"hwere Panzl!f'-Abtellung
502, wearing an optional

pttnte purchase vrhfte
summer tunic. This photo
__ Ulk-., ......... he was atlll

reGuper1Iting from wounds
~ In the action for

wtlkh he wa. decorated wtth
the O.klea...... to I'll. Knight..

eros. - c:t Plate E. He was
shot "ve time, while c:arryln;
ovt • ..-c:onnafunce on foot,
but recovered to return to
h'ont-tlne duty.

spz-Abl 501 \\~dS disbanded and u~d to forlll lhe new sPz-AbI424. which
"'as attached 10 XXIV Panzerkorps: Ihis \\-<is lilLIe more than a renaming
exercise. as the unit remained in the same sector or the from under the
same commander. The baltalion was finally complete!) disbanded in
February 1945.
U,lit commanders:
M:~ior Erich Lowe (Sept-Dec 1943); ObersueUlnam von Legal Uan-Aug
1944): Major SaClllisch (Aug 19'1'l-Feb 19·15)
VI/i/ illsigtlia:
An emblem depicting a prowling tiger was paillled on some oCthe unit's
tanks. In some cases. though prohibited by this time in the war. unit
personnel, principally officers. wore the gill nUlllcrals '501' on their
shoulder strnps.

schwere Panzer.Abteilung 502
Formt.'d in August 1942. Tanks frorn this unit wcre the first Tigers to
see action all the Eastern Front when thc unit ....':l.'i commincd to
combat near Leningr<td, but were at first of dubiou.'i value; many
suffered mechanical breakdo\\'lS or bogged down in marshy terrain,
SC\'eral being capmred almost intact b}' the So\·iets. The Tigcrs were
committed ....ithout infantry support. allo....ing thl' enemy to ;ul."lck their
more \'\llnerable nanks, and some were lost simpl)' due to their lI'acks
being damagt.'t! b)' enemy infanlry. TIle unit remained on the northern
sceLor of the fronl until me greal So\;et cOllnter--offensives of 1944,
....,hen il withdrew inlO Kurland. In late 19-14 it fought 011 the dcfensh'c
around Memel and KOnigsberg. The unit was re-formed in early 1945
as spz·Abt 511. equipped with the Tiger II. B}' me time it finall}'
surrendered to the Soviets on 9 May 1945 this single battalion bad
recorded a Lotal ofsome 2,000 Soviet armoured \'ehicles destroyed.
U"it commanikrs:
l-IaupUllann Arthur Wollsc.hHiger (Nov 1942-Feb 1943); Major Richler
(J-'eb-July 1943); Haupunann Erich Schmidt Uul}'-Aug 1943);
Hauptmann Lange (Aug-Oct 1943); Major Willi Jiihde (OCl
194~March 1944); Major SCh.....aner (Apr-Aug 19-14); HauplJUaJ.Ul \"on
Foerstner (Aug 1944-Jan 1945)
Unit insig?lia:
TIlc emblem of a woolly mammoth with large clUTed tusks ....~<lS paimed
on some of the unit's vehides.

schwere Panzer-Abteilung 503
This batm.lion was formed in spring 1942. It. had originall)' been destined
for Nonh Africa but. in the e\'ent .....ascommiued to action on the southern
sector of the Eastern Front, where it helped to co\'cr the Cemlan retreat
from me area around St:a.lingrdd. It took pan in the grc-dl tank batues
at Kursk inJuly 1943 before being attached to P'dJl7.er·Regimelll Bake, \\ith
\\'hich it fought \\;th grc-dt ~Ian in the batues around Cherk."\SS}', desuO)ing
over 260 enemy tanks in one action over five days. It remained \\ilh
the rebriment 1Il1lil April 1944, when it .....as wilhdrawn to the Wcst for
refilting .....ith lilc Tiger n. It was caught up in the ball.les lollo\\;ng the
Allied landings in Nonnandy in June 1944, and many of its tanks were
losl to enemy fightcr·bombers and naval gunfire. In SeplclIlbcr. fully
refitted, it I'Cturnt.x! to the Eastern Front lO take pan in the defence

of IllIngalY. [n jiuwal'y J945 it \\~dS renamed as sPz·Abt cFeldberrnhalle'
allff allached to the Pllllzergrenadier di\isioll of Ulal name, \\ilh ....·hich
it ....-.b destroyed in the finaJ bmtles on the Eastern FronL
l nit rommanlkn:
Oberstleutnant POSt (~Iay 1942-Jan 1943); Obcrsueutnant Hohcisel
O,Itl-May 1943): lIauptmann Clemens Graf mn Kageneck (~'!ay

19-I3--Fcb 1944); Haupunarlll Rolf Fromme (Feb-Dec 194-1);
Hauptmanll Nordc\\1n von Diest·Kocrber (Dec 1944-:J:1l1 1945)
L'rdt imilJllia:
The unit emblem painted on some of its vehicles consisted of a tiger's
he,ld, Some personnel also \,'ore a small while metal badge in the shape
of a King Tiger tank on the left side of the field cap.

schwere Panzer·Abtellung 504

FUI,nt.'<i in Febntary 1943. Elements of this b;Ilt:l!ion were committed
in TUlIi.'iia, secingaction around Mak.nassy and Mccljerda, llle remainder
of the battalion. located in Sicily, was withdrawn OIHO the Italian
mainland after resisting the Allied invasion of the island, It U1en
1Ill)w'd t,o Holland rOl' a I'efit belore l'cllIrning to Ital)' in./ullc 1914. It.
~ub~eqllently took pan in opcmt1ons to contain lht': Allied bridgehead
al\nl.io. and also fought in the defence of the Goulic Line f,lcing British
trOOps. Il remained in haIy until the Gcmlan surrender in ~1av 1945.
['"it r()rnm(llukrs:

\lajor August Seidensticker (Feb-May 1943): Ilaupnnann Kiihn (NO\'
1943-Scpt 1944): !\Iajor Nill (Sept 1944-:\lay 1945)

schwere Panzer·Abtellung 505
Funned in Janual"}' [943, the battalion first saw serious action at the
ballle of Kursk that July whcn it "'"<IS at!.ached to 9. i\J'111ce all the
nonhern flank of the salient. It subsequently came lInder command
of J-1ceresgl1.1ppe Mitle. fighting;1t Smolensk, Rt.----equipped with Tiger
II~ in lale summer 1944, it was committed to action once again in
me defensive battles for East Prussia. p£'O\iding heaw suppon to 24.and
25, Panl.er·Divisions. It. ....<IS hea\ily invoh'ed in me defence of the Nar("\'
bridgehead, remaining in East Prussia until the end of the ....'ar.
L'ml commandl:r$:

M:yor Bernhard SaU\"oInl (FeD-Aug 1943); Hauptmann von KarlO\\;tz
(Aug-Sept 1943); HliUptmann Werncr Frcihcrr von Beschwiu. (Sept
1941l-Nov (944): M;~orS('nff( von Pi[sach (Nov 1944-Apr 1945)
Unit illJigllia;

An emblem depicting a dlllrging annollrcd knighl on hOI'SCback,
anued ....ith a lance, \,-::t.'i painted on the tutTet side of some of the
batt:a.liOll'S ranks.

schwere Panzer-Abtellung 506

Formed in July 1943, tills unit first fought in the defensi\'e battles
along the Dnieper Rh't':£' as part of Heeresgruppe Mille; it saw action
al Lemburg, Tarna and Kri\'oi·Rog. Withdral\'n from the fran I in
August 1944, it relllnled lO Germany to relit wilh the Tiger [I. In
September it 1\'<lS cOlllmiued to action at Oosterbeek. following the
Allied airborne Ia.ndings at Arnhem. In No\'emocr 1944 it t"eceived­
ullusuallr for a Tiger unit - a fourth compa.n}'. It saw action in the

Feldwebel Albert Kel1JC:her,
one of the highly decorated
NCO Tige-r eommandera from
schwere Panu-r.AbteUung 502,
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Hauptmann Walter Scherff,
commander of 3 Komp.aniel
sehwere Panze....Abtellung
503, wearing the Feldb/use

mit ~rs!6ssen or 'piped
fletd service tun1<:'. This incor­
porated some features of the
Wsffenrock: piping in branch
colour round the collar and
cuffs and down the front edge,
and collar Litzen mounted on
patches of branch colour.

A1: Schutze, Tnfanterie-Regiment
'Grossdeutschland', 1939
This private wears the special pre-war parade dress uniform;
although this was neVef generally iSSUed, stocks were stored
lor issue after the anticipated successful conclusion 10
the war. Note the special cuff design, quite differenl 10
Ihal on normal Waffenrock parade tunics; and the unique
collar patches with much longer silver braid Utzen than
was normal. His shoulder straps bear the regimental 'GD'
ciphers embroidered in the white Waffenfarbe of the infantry;
and on his right cuff is the first pattern machine-woven
Grossdeutschland cuffband In silver Gothic script on
dark green. The white-piped trousers are in stone-grey.
A2: Feldwebel, Feldgendarmerietrupp
'Grossdeutschland',1941
This NCO from the divisional military police troop wears the
standard M1936 Feldb!use with orange military police piping
to the shoulder straps and 'lights' on the collar patches, and
the orange police-style wreathed eagle badge on his upper

"aBLer-Korps. and was graduall)' forced back into Austria where it
~Ilrrelldercd to US forces, I~>' this poim it had no milks left, its vehicles
("()!}sisting ofjust one amphibious V\·V Schwimlll\\~.tgell, one Funkwagcll
;llId one truck.
L'nit ((}IIIII/(ln(/ers:

H,lupunann Hannibal von Lllttichall (Aug-Nov 1943); l\'!ajor Gierka
('uv 1943-fcb 1944): Hauptmann Radtkc (Feb-j\'larch 1944):
Ilaupunalln Hans:Jlll'gcn Burmester (hhrch 1944-Feb 1945);
Hauptmann Dr Konig (Feb-May lY45)
L'nit illsi!f'lia:
A tiger'S head on a shielc! i:; recorded as a vehicle emblem.

schwere Panzer-Abtellung 510

Fonned in JUlie 1944, this unil had reached the northern seCLOr of
IJllo' Eastern From \~ithin a mom.h. In East Prussia lhe baltalioll '\~,LS

ciidded, part being sent to suppOrt 14. Panzcr-Di\'ision and the
relUainder to 30. Infamcrie-Oivision. The elements operating with 14.
Panzer-Division saw heavy combat in the Kurland peninsula in early
1945. In March twO companies were I\'illtdrawn 10 Kassel in Gennany
and IlIC rest, willI [3 remaining Tiger I lanks. were assigned to 14.
P'lIlzer-Division. 111e hLSt Tiger was lost on 8 ~'lay, illlel !.he baltalion
sun'endered along with the other survivors of ule licrcc Kurland baulcs,
Thi~ I\~.b the only schwcn: Panzcl"-Abteilullg never to ha\'e been
equipped wiTh lile Tiger U, all of its tanks being hue model Tiger [so

THE PLATES

Major otto Ernst Remer of the 'Grossdeutschland',
shown here after ttMI award of the Oakleaves to his
Knight's Cross, He was uttlmately promoted to
Genenllmajor and commanded the Fiihrer-Beglelt­
Division. Remer was tnstl'\lmenbll in suppressl"i
the ettempted seizure of power In Berltn following tha
abertive aSNllSination attempt on Hitler On 20 July 1ll44.

schwere Panzer-Abteilung 509
Formed in Septcmber 1943, this unit was first used
on the Eastern Front, seeing heav)' action at
Kirovograd, Zhitomir and Kiev. Ln late 1943 it was

briefly auached to 2. SS-Panzer-Divisioll 'Das Reich'
during actions at K.1.lllinets-Podolsk. In 1944 it ....~dS

heavily committed to defensivc fighting in the
southern sector following lhe launch of the Soviet

summer offensive. once again going into action al Kiev
and ZhilOmir. In late 1944 it relUrned to Gennany where. al

tJu' Sennelagcr lank lraining grounds, it was re-equipped with
Tiger lis. InJalluar), 1945 it was selllto Hungary as part of TV SS-

schwere Panzer-Abtellung 507
Fanned in September 1943, this baltalion was first committed to aClion
in fI.'larch 1944 on the Eastern From, where it saw he.\\")' defensive
fighting at Tarnopol. Vilebsk and on the Nare\' River frollt. After
refitting with the Tiger [I in February 19'15 il retumed ro the Easlern
front, fighting in defence of CzechoslO\'<lkia in thc dosing momhs
of I.he war. Ha\'ing lost all its Tiger~ in action, the battalion tried to make
its wa)" W('SI 10 surrender to US forces but was intercepted and captured
by the Soviets.
Vltif commanders:
M,!ior Elich Schmidt (Sept 1943-Aug 1944); J-laupumlllil Friu Schock
(Aug 1944-May 194.,)
Unit ;llsig1lid:
The unit cmblem painted on some \'ehides was a shidd shol\'ing a
blacksmith f.1shioning a sword un an anvil.

schwere Panzer-Abteilung 508
Fanned in AUjplSI 1943, tllis unit was scnt to the Italian Fronl. where

it suffered heavy casualties at Anzio and Nettllno. It fought
tl'lroughout the subsequent rerreat up Italy, c\,(·mually being

disbanded in February [945 when aU its L"lnks had been
destroyed or disabled. 111e remaining persOlllld ,,'ere

returned to Gemlany for n ...allocation 10 other unit't.
Ullit t;Qmmoru/m:
Major Hlldel (Jan-May 1944); Hauplmann Stelter
(Aug 1944-Feb 194:')
VillI illsi!f'lia:
A black bison I\'ithin a black outline shield is
recorded as the vehide emblem.

Ardennes olTensivc before lighting ill the defence of the Ruhr. where
it was encircled and forced to surrender 10 US forces ill Apli11945.
U,I;t rOI1I1IUII/llm:

Major Gerhard Willig (July-On 1943); M:tior Lange (Oct lY43-jan
194.1)): Hauplmann Heiligenswdt (Jan-Feb 1945); l-Iallpl1llann von
Romer (Feb-April 1945)
Unit il/signia:
Painted all some \'chicles was a letter 'W' for Willig, over which leans a
Tiger holding a red shield emblazoned with a white cross.

Hauptmann Wolfgang
Kottennann, commander of
3 Komp.ania!sehWflre Panze....
Abteilung 507. Kottermann
was of \/8ry diminutive
stature, but his size
was belled by
bravery.

Major Clemflns Graf von
Kageneck, commander of
sehwere Panzer-Abteltung
503. Many members of the
Gennan nobility served In
annoured units.
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sub-machlf'lEl gun and wears Its triple magazine pouches.
Inset 04: The 116. Pz Div 'Windhund'. D5: The 'L' cipher 01
the Panzer-Lehr-Div, in white melal.

4S

t.......

-

..................
Wirschlng,

comInMder of 2
.......1eI_
P;.nnr·Abteilung
507; ef PWIfa E. This
T1ger tank officer

wears tn. gilt unit
number '507' on
his ,hoYldar 'lnIps,
end the Hono4Jr Roll
Clasp of the Arm)'

on tn. ribbon of

the Iron Crvss In...._.
E1: Feldwebel, schwere Panzer-Abtellung 503,
1944

The central figure of this plate represents a IyplcaI TIQ9r
crewman in 1944. His uniform is the slandard black
panzerbefdeidung WIth M1943 Einheitsfeldmlitze. On the
SIde of his cap IS a small white metal badge representing
a 'King Ttger' tank as adopled by men of Itus battalion. His
shoulder straps show the banalion number in whrte melal
numerals: although lhe use of such fnsignia had long since
been discontinued. a few individuals continued 10 wear
them throughout the war, and the 500-series would have
been a proud sign of service with the Tiger battalions.

The other images on this plate show some of the
variations of appearance J'IOted In Tiger
tank units:
E2: A Luftwaffe-style black
field cap, lacking
the front 'scallop'
to the flap usually
associated with
Amry caps, and
also lacking

01: L.eutnant, Sturmarlillerie, 116. Panzer­
Division, 1944
This armoured assault gun troop commander of a unit from
116. Panzer-Division during the Normandy battles wears
the field·grey version of the special Panzer uniform as
ISSued to SturmgeschOtz CtllWS. His headgear is the popular
'old style officer's field cap' or 'ctUSher cap', bearing on the
left SIde 01 the band the sman 'greyhound' emblem 01 the
div$on. His shoulder straps. collar patches and cap piping
show the scarlet Waffenfatbe of the artillery bfanch.
02: Feldwebel, Panzer-Regiment 22,
21. Panzer-Division, 1944
A veteran of the North African campaign. this NCO tank
commander wears the standjrd black Panzer trousers and
has retained the popular M1938 black Panzer field cap.
However, Instead of the black Panzerjacke he wears the
lightweight ft9ld-grey denim fatigue version with a large
external pocket - this was adopted by many troops during
the warm summer months. On his left cuff is the campalQn
c:uffband Afrika. rarely seen on the Panzer jacket as
the rnatontY of Africa veterans went into eaptivrty in TUJlI$l8
in May 1943: this man was presumably absent on delached
depot duties or convaJescent leave, and later joined the
re-fotmed division.
D3: Unteroffizier, Panzergrenadier-Lehr_
Regiment 901, Panzer-L.ehr-Divlslon, 1944
This unit was known lor the adoption of the field-grey
Panzer-type uniform by its grenadiers. His steel helmet has
a camouflaged cloth drawstring cover In the usual 'Zeltbahn
pattem'. The shoulder strapS bear the 'L' insignia of the Lehr
unrts: normally this would be worn in conjunction with others
to Indlcate the branch. e.g. 'Pl' for Panzerjiger-Lehr. etc,
but In the case of !his divISion the 'L' was worn alone. The
CIpher Is embroidered, and the shoulder straps and outer
edges of the collar patches are PIped in the grass-green of
the Panzergrenadiers. He has been awarded the Iron Cross
2nd Class (see buttonhole riblxln), the black Wound Badge,
and the bronze Panzergrenadier version 01 the Tank Banle
Badge. As 8 squad leader he carries the 9mm Erma MP4Q

C3: Unterolfizier, Grenadier-Regiment 134,
44. Reichsgrenadier-Division 'Hoch und
Deutsehmeister', 1944
A seasoned Eastern Front veteran, thIS NCO cleaning the
aetlOfl of an MG34 squad light machine gun wears late
war combat uniform 01 the Ml943 tunIC, ankle boots and
canvas gaiters. Most high quality leather equipment from
the first part of the war had by this slage been replaced
With utilitarian webbing, though this soldier has managed
to retain a black leather belt. His shoulder straps bear the
coloured metal 'Stalingrad Cross' emblem commemorating
the destruction of the former 44. Inf-Div in that battle. We
illustrate on his left sleeve the cuffband Hoch- unci
[)eutsehmeister embroidered in grey Gothic script on a
black background: its use is somewtIat speculative _
desprte assertions from some veterans no photographic
evtdenc:e to support its wear has yet come to Iight_
Inset C4: The Slalingrad Cross.

"Get,..lter on leave from Infanterie_Reglrnent 'Ust', with
the reeimerTbl cuffband on hta len sl84lve, poses ptOUdly

witt! hi, young child; cf PIlIte C. (Robert Noss)

B2: Funker, Panzergrenadier-Division
'Feldherrnhalle', 1943-44
An enlisted signaller from a 'FeldhermhaDe' headquarters
company wears a late war M1943 Feldbluse in coarse fieId­
grey wool WIth a htgh shoddy content. His shoulder strapS

are PIped in the lemon-yellow Waffenlarbe of the signals
branch: although ellamples with the runic inSignia
embroid~ in Waffenfarbe existed, photographs show that
many junior ranks simply pinned the white metal NCOs'
version on to plain straps. He wears a 'BeVo'-woven
ellample of the FeldhermhaJle cuffband in grey silk thread on
brown. His helmet is the Ml942 with tIared rim, by now
devotd of instgnia decals and field-camouflaged with mud.
Again, he camas tun rifle eQUIpment including a couple of
Stielhandgranate 24 stick grenades and a 250-round
I"I'Iad'wle gun anvnunition boll; no matter what their specialist
function, under the conditions of the Russian Front all
persomeI needed to be able to fight as Infantrymen.
B3: Obergefreiter, Panzer-Abteilung
'Feldherrnhalle', 1943
The standard earty wartime black Panzer vehicle uniform is
worn by this ]uniOf NCO from the tank battalion of the
newly formed Panzergrenadler-Division. The Feldhermhalle
cuffband in artificial silk weave is worn on the left sleeve,
and the embroidered Kampfrune Insignia on the black wool
shoulder straps in the rose-pink Waffentarbe of armoured
troops. The cuffband and shoulder ciphers appear not to
have been as univefsaIty worn within this formation as was
the case in 'Grossdeutsehland' units.
Inset 84: The politicaJ-sty1e Fahne of the SA-Standarte. also
carried by !tie Army unit. 85: The Kampfrune cipher in
stamped white metal, worn by senior NCOs but also by
many junior ranks due to shortages of embroidered shoulder
straps. B6: The special SA-style standard bearer's gorget
worn by 'Feldherrnhalle' units.

C1: Hauptmann, Infanterie-Regiment 119 'List',
57_ Infanterie-Division, 19043
Apart from the regimental culfband on his left sleeve,
embroidered in 'copperplate' script, thiS captain from
lnfamerie-Regiment 'Ust' Is fillrty typical of the appearance
of an infantry officer In the second half 01 the war. He
wears an ahared enlisted man's Feldbtuse, more appropriate
for combat wear than an officer's tunic, with the seMce
dress DienstmCrtze peaked cap, breeches and regulation
officer's boots. A highly decorated soldier, he wears at his
throat the Knight's Cross with Oakleaves.
C2: Major, Panzergrenedier-Division
'Brandenburg', late 19404
One of the rarest illite insignia was the Brandenburg
culfband. Here it is worn by an officer from one of !tie two
JAger (Rifles) regiments of Panzergrenadler-Division
'BraodenbtMg' in the closing stages of the was. On the upper
right sleeve is the cloth patch showing an oakleaf spray. the
traditional emblem of the ~ght infantry. By this stage in
the war the Brandenburg Division was operating in a
conventional Infantry role, though a proportion of veterans
of the early commando operations - like this officer - W9!"e
still with the unit. He has been decorated progressively with
the Iron Cross 1st Class, the German Cross In Gold, and the
Knight's Cross with Qakleaves, and also wears the black
'Noond Badge and the Infantry Assault Badge.

This Unten;lffk!er
_ .... the regul.atioll

F.Jdhermha/1e

cufl'bllnd, but not

the SA-K..mpfnme

inslgni. on the

shoulder S'rtIPS;
ct Plate B. (jasel

Charltal

left sleeve. The senior NCOs' 'GO' cipher In stamped white
metal is pinned between the rank 'pips' on his shoulder
straps, which are trimmed - like his collar - with silver-grey
Tresse braid. The machine-woven Feldgendarmerie
cuffband is worn 00 the lower left sleeve, and the third
pattern SUtterlin script Grossdeutschland cuffband on the
right. Of special intefeSt is the unique gorget used by this
unit; an unofficial but tolerated affectation, it was the
standard Fe'dgendarmeoe pattern WIth the addition of a
blackened plate bearing the unit ciphef 'GO', His equipment
includes a holstered P08 pistol, a mapcase and a field tOfCh.
A3: Unteroffizier, Flak-Abteilung
'Grossdeutschland', 1943-44
The typical appearance of a juniOl' squad leader in the
second half 01 the war. This Unlerofflzier wears the M1943
Feldbtuse with plain field-grey collar, and plain grey Utzen;
an Ml942 steel helmet with a roughened paint finish; and
ankle boots with canvas gaitefS. On his right sleeve is the
final pattern copperplate script Grossdeutschland cuffband:
00 his shoulder strapS, the divisional Cipher in the red
Waffenfatbe of the Aakartillerie; and on his upper nght
sleeve the red winged shell badge special to this urnt. The
men of the anti-tank unit had to be prepared to defend their
gun positions against Infantry attack, and this NCO has full
rifleman's equipment, with an entrenching spade thrust Into
his belt and his Seltengewehr 841"38 bayonet filled.
Inset A4: 'Grossdeutschland' shoulder strap cipher in senior
NCOs' stamped white metal format.

B1: Hauptmann, Panzergrenadier-Regiment
'Feldherrnhalle',1943
This captain from the armoured infantry regiment of the
Panzefgrenad"I8r-DMsion formed in 1943 round the nucleus
of Inlanterie-Regiment 271 Is In field service dress. He wears
the officer's quality version of an M 1936 Feldbluse, privately
tailonld but maintaining some of the basic features of the
enlisted ranks' version. His shoulder straps. collar patches
and cap bear the grass-greeo piping of a Panzergrenadief.
the former with the pin-on gilt metal Kampfrune InsignIa of
this divislon. On his left cuff is the FeJdherrnhal1e cuffband fn
woven aluminium wire on brown fabric. His decorations
include both classes of the Iron Cross, the bronze Tanio;
Battle Badge of the Panzergrenadiers, and a 'v\Iound Badge.44
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wrthout doubt Gen. Eduard Dtetl. in 1940 the commandet
of 3. Geblrgs-DivtsIon. He was a skilled mountaineer, and
the rare .HeeresbergfUtye badge can be seen on his nght
breast pocket: a hand-embrotdered Mountain Troops'
Edefwelss badge is obscured here on hIS upper nght sleeve.
As well as the Narvik Shield, Knight's Cross WIth Oakleaves,
and decorations from World War I. Dietl wears the Pilot­
Observer Badge with Diamonds. an honorary award
presented by Reichsmarscnall GOring, Rarely will more than
ona photograph 01 Dietl show him wearing the same number
01 decorations; on many occasions he wore only his Knight's
Cross With Oakleaves and his Narvik Shield. His Slone grey
breeches have the general officer's red stripes and seam
PIping; he normally chose to wear mountain boots with the
more traditlOl1al styk! 01 puttees, wrappmg an the way up
to the knee, rather than riding boots or the ankle puttees.
o.ett also weal'S a umque verSIOn 01 the naval dress dagger
presented to tum by the Knegsmarioe in commemoration 01
the close Inter-service co-operation at Narvik. This modified
piece had miniatures 01 the Destroyer War Badge and
Mountain Troops' Edelweiss set on to the scabbard, and
was suspended from regulation Army rather than Navy
hanging straps. The badly damaged remains of this unique
dagger were found many years after the war at the site of
Dietl's fatal plane crash in summer 1944.
H3: Gefreiter, 5. Geblrgs-Olvision, 1943
This junior NCO of Gebirgsjlger proudty displays on his left
sleeve the Kreca cuffband commemorating nls service
dtMing the hard-fought invasion of Crete in May 1941. On
the left side of hiS BergmOtze, just ahead of the Mountain
Troops' fllgulation Edefweiss badge, is pinned the 'Gams'­
the semi-offICial divisional badge adopted by 5. Gebirgs­
Division, in the shape of a small white metal chamois on a
mountain peak. His tunic is the M1943 Feldbluse, with plain
fl8ld-grey collar and subdued collar patches; Waffenfarbe
piping appears only around the flelcl-grey shoulder straps.
Both the rankers on this plate wear conventional black
leather equipment and carry the 98K rifle.

Gebirgsllger ~alng _ ef Plate H. Note ttle Edetweln
sleeve patch, and the me~1 bad9'! worn on the aide of the
8ergmlitte. (Ian Jewison)

-­Geblrptruppe Julius
RI",.., c:omrnandef

of s. GebiOVS-DMslon

during the battle for

Crete. A popular and

lne~ntty t1lC09nluble
figure, 'Papa' Ringel
Invariably sported

a mooetache and
goat.. beard.

H1: Feldwebel, Gebirgsjiger-Reglment 138,
3. Gabirgs-Oivislon, c.1942
This seasoned NCO of mountain infantry is a veteran of the
Narvlk campaign 01 ApriVMay 1940. He still retains the
regmentar numeral '138' on his shoulder straps. though
these were officially phased 0tJI atter the outbreak of war.
The P1ptng round the shoulder straps and the 'lights' on
the collar patches of tIIs M 1936 tunic are in the bnght green
of the Gebirgstruppe. On his left sleeve is the Narvik
camP8J9n shield. and on hIS nght the Ede1w91s patch 01 the
mountain troops, whose white and yellow metal cap badge
is PInned to the left side of his Bergmut:ze. He carries fuJI rifle
equ,pment with a couple 01 Ml939 'egg' grenades attached,
and l\as been awarded the Iron Cross 2nd Class and tne
Inlantry Assault Badge.
H2: Generaloberst Eduard DIetl,
Oberbefehlshaber Lappland, 1943
One 01 the most charismatic figures in the Gebirgsjager was

G2: Panzergrenedler, FOhrer-Grenadier-Division,
1945
At first glance this soldier wearing the short M1944
'battledress' blouse with tapered trousers. ankle boots
and canvas gaiters is fainy typical for a Panzergrenadier at
thiS late stage of the war. What sets him apart are the 'FG'
ctpher embrOIdered in grass-green Waffenfarbe into his
shoulder straps. and the Grossdeutschlan C\lffband worn
on hIS right sJeeve: thIS combination of insigrna identifies
him as a member of the short-lived FUhrer--Grenadier­
0Msl0n. The 'FG' straps Wet9 only worn for a short period
and are extremely rare. He eatries a seml-automatic Kat 43
rifle and wears its canvas magazine pouches on late war
webbing equipment: and his Ml942 helmet has a makeshift
chickenwlre cover for attaching camouflage.
G3: Feldwebel, Wachbataillon Berlin, c.1943
This represents an Inlantry NCO 01 the 'Grossdeutschland'
Owsion on rotation lor duty with the Guard Battalion In
Berlin, HIS basic M1936 servIce dress is that of a
'Grossdeutschland' NCO, but on his shoulder straps, instead
of the nonnaI 'GO' cipher. he displays the Gothic W (for
Wacne. 'Guard') which was worn while serving a tour with
the guard unrt in the Retch capital. Such detached service
was COfISIdered an I'lonour. open txVy to exemplary soIdiefs.
Inset G4: The 'FG' cipher of the FUhrer-Grenadier-DivisIOfl.

F3: Feldwebel, Panzer-Regiment 24, 24. Panzer­
Division, 1943 _
The cavalry roots of thIS formaoon are displayed on this
NCO tank commander's black Panzer UfIllorm by means of
goIderl-yellow cavalry Waffenfarbe piping to the shoulder
straps and collar patcnes. and as a soutsche over the
national cockade on his black Panzer Fe1dmutze.

G1: Feldwebel of Panzertruppe, Fuhrer-Beglelt-

Brigade, 1944 .
This NCO serving at FOhrer Headquarters wears a unique
combination 01 insignia. As a member 01 an armoured unit
he wears the black Panzer ulllform. but with white rather
than pink PIping to his shoulder straps, collar, collar patches
and as a soutache on his field cap. He has white metal 'GO'
ciphers on his shoulder strapS: on his right sleeve is the
GrossdeutschIand cutlband, and on his left the cuffband
Fiihrertlauprquartier worn by personnel actually on duty
at Hitler's headquarters. This unusual combination is knoWn
from a handful 01 surviving e)(amples 01 this Jacket and a
lew rare wartime photos.

The 1nIq.... Jaeket worn by ennoured~
serving with the FQhrer-8egleit-Brigade at HItJ,er;

heitdquarte..., cf Plate 01. The piping to collar patches

and shoulder etreps wae whit. nlther than the traditional
ros&-9lnk of the annoured troope. On the lett alflrve la

worn the cu1'lbllnd FOhrem.uptqu.rlJer, and on the right

Grv..deutJdtland. (Chm Boonuler)

the cockade in national colours, was regularly worn by
Lautnanl Otto Canus, a TlQer 'ace' from schware Panzer­

Abteilung 502.
E3' All unusual variant of the M1943 offICer's field cap was
w~ by some personnel of schwere Panzer-Abteilung 507;
not ooty the crown bore aluminium piping. but also the top
edge of the scaDoped front portion of ~ side flaps. ~n

this study of Major Erich SChmidt the national cockade IS
either missing, or hiddetl by the deep two-button flap.
E4: Some members 01 Tiger units tClOk to wearing sheepslon
ovetjackets during winter months on the Eastern Front.
Major Willi Jahde, commanding officer. of schwere Panz~­

Abteilung 502, was photographed weanng an elC31T1~le. with
the green-on-black sleeve rank insignia Introduced In 1942
for all clothing which did nol bear shoulder straps.

F1: Leutnent, Kavallerie-Reglment 5
'Feldmarschall 'Ion Mackensen'. 1945
He wears the DienstmOtze service cap. a standard otflCef'S
pattern M1936 type Feldbluse, riding breecheS with
reinforced inner legs. and standard cavalry riding boots;
cap and tunic bear yellow cavalry Waffenfarne distinctions.
His peaked cap bears the metal death's-head tradition
badge (originating in that 01 the old Prussian Ule. Guard
Hussars) between the Army and national i~signla, and
this is repeated on his shoulder straps. On the nght forearm
is the regimental cuffband FeJdmarschall v Mackensen:
and on the upper sleeve the yellow palch adopted by
some members of 4. Kavallerie-Divisioo In 1945.
F2: Oberrelter, Kavallerie-Regiment 5
'Feldmarschall von Mackensen', 1945
This enlisted man astride an NSU motorcycle has the
M1943 field uniform with ankle boots and canvas gaiters.
Photographs 01 horsed cavalry unrts at the end of the ~ar

often show the old M1938 FeldmQtze retained alongside
the M 1943 peaked field cap; here a death 's-head ~ge
Oarger than regulation, and perhaps privately acqUlred~

is pinned between the eagle and the cockade. The motif
Is repeated In golden-yellow embroidery on his shoulder
straps, and he has received the regimental cUlfbar:ct; th~
may well have been made up locally by 'cottage Indust'!'
in Austria. Note that this ranker wears the band on hIS
left sleeve.

A ~. ,.,. eumple of. Cftt.lry offlcer"a 'enISher' cap.

It f_tu,.. c.a....lry golden-yeUow pl$Hng and "'" metal
death's·hNd emb4em worn by Kavallerie-Aeglment 5;

c1 Pl.t. F. (Francois $aN)
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