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STRAND 3 (SUB-STRAND 1)
C. GRAMMAR

Nouns

A noun is a word that helps to identify people, places and thiﬁgs
around us.The names given to days and months are also nouns.

A noun is used in grammar as the subject or object of a verb in
sentences.

For example;

Read the paragraph from the passage in this unit.

Both Mansa and Adu were interviewed about daily diet routine.
Mansa begins her tuition and then goes to school. Her lunch in
school consists of curry rice. She comes home around 5:00 p.m. and
has two jam sandwiches. Dinner is a cup of milk before going to bed.

The words highlighted in the paragraph above are nouns:

Mansa and Adu are names of people. School is the name of where
we go to study. Lunch and Dinner are periods in the day when we
eat and curry rice and Jam sandwiches are names of types of
food we eat.We shall explairi later why some are capitals no matter
their position in the sentence and why some are not capitalized.

Exercise:
Read and l;dentify all the nouns in the paragraph below:

She further explained that eggs, fish, milk and dairy products are rich in
protein.They help us to grow tall and big.Vegetarians can include soya
beans, grains and cereals, nuts and seeds in their diet. Fifty per cent of



the total daily energy requirement should be consumed in the form of
carbohydrates such as grains, cereals, yams, plantain, cassava and potatge,

They give the body energy to play, work, and move about.

Types of Nouns

Nouns can be put into different groups. Some of them are:
= Common nouns
= Countable nouns
= Concrete nouns
= Proper nouns

= Uncountable nouns

Common Nouns:

Common nouns dare nouns that denote a general name of a person,

place, thing or animal.

For example:

Person: nurse, watchman, soldier, teacher, mother, cousin, scientist.
Place: country, park, hospital, school, market, home, shore.
Thing: ruler, danger, medicine, pen, computer, book, shell.
Animals: cow, goat, dog, monkey, cat, squirrel, zebra.

NOTE:

No common noun begins with a capital letter unless it is the first

rd o
wo f a sentence or of a line of a verse. Common nouns have their
plural forms.




Exercise:

Identify all the common nouns in this paragraph and form a

sentence each with ten (10) of the common nouns.

Adu spends most of his time outdoors. He wakes up late every morning and
rushes out of the house. He refuses to eat at home.Around 10:00 a.m., he
buys soft drinks and biscuits for breakfast. For lunch, he has a vegetable
burger with milkshake. He knows vegetables are good for his health. Towards
the evening, he has a cup of coffee after a game of football When he sits
down to study, he feels tired. He falls asleep before dinner.
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Proper Nouns
names of persons and their titles like Mrs. Baidog

k, names of the months, names
ces. Names of festivals like

Proper nouns are
and Miss Mensah, days of the wee

of cities, countries, towns and other pla
Hogbetsotso, Aboakyir, Odwira, Fetu Afahye and many others are

also proper.nouns. Proper nouns always begin with a capital letter

wherever they are found in a sentence.

Study the following sentences:
1. Mrs.Addo lives at Nsawam.

Will you come back on Saturday?

They visit us‘every May ending.

He travelled to America last week.

The Volta Lake is a man-made one.
Aboakyir Festival is celebrated by the people of Winneba.

Christmas is celebrated on 25th December every year.

The highlighted words begin with capital letters no matter their position
in the sentence.Words that behave this way are called proper nouns.They

begin with capital letters no matter their position in sentences.

Note:
i. Most proper nouns have no plural forms.
ii. Some proper nouns cannot be separated from the determiner,
E.g.The Netherlands, The Gambia, The Parliament, The Hague



Activit!}

Identify the proper nouns in the invitation below:

Mr and Mrs Aidoo request the pleasure of your company at the

engagement of their daughter, Joyce, to Isaac Kissi on Saturday, 25th
April, from 2 o’clock at Salem, Larteh.

Exercise

Underline the proper nouns in the following sentences.

Aku is preparing stew for Mr. Owusu.

We can find some students of University of Cape Coast there.
Who celebrates Odwira Festival?

His elder son is called Kumi.

—

The students went on an excursion at Kintampo.
Some of our students come from Oda.

| attend hospital at Korle-Bu Hospital.

Where do you spend your Christmas holidays?

00 N n o= W N

The following people — Kwame, John and Grace — should see
their form master now. |

10. They cross the Birim River before getting to their farm.

Exercise

Circle the common nouns and underline the proper nouns.

1. door, Janet, River Tano, school

Ghana, women, Kumasi, nurse, road

. market, Professor Asante, sickness, food
seamstress, doctor, Aku, David,Adu

actor, monkey, soldier, South Africa, pin

oA~ W N



Counmble Nouns:

Countable nouns ar
can readily be counte

plural (1
nets, pen is pens, gir
principles to be followe

wouns. Let us examine these principles.

nore than one) forms. For examp
| is girls and motor is motors. There are someg

d when changing singular nouns to plurg|

e those naming words that refer to items Whigt

d. Such nouns have both singular (one) Ghd
le, the plural of net js

A. Most nouns form their plural by adding — s — to the last lette,

be it a consonant or a vowel.

For example:

Singular Plural
Fowl Fowls
Boy ‘Bogs
Gate thes
Egg Eggs
joint joints
photo photos
tree | - trees -

Singular
'shield |
fort

‘sense

eye

~ field

classroom

shrimp

Plural
shields

forts

senses

eyes
fields

classrooms

shrimps

B. Nouns that end with — y — after a consonant form their plural

by changing the — y — to —ies.

For example:

Singular Plural
butterfly butterflies
story | stories
baby babies

Singular
deficiency
injury

university

Plural
deficiencies
injuries

universities



lady

ladi
country ’ - body bodies
countries
army .
century armies
Centuries fl
Y Flies

C.Nouns that end with - o -, = ch sh d
D -, =»>=Sh -, ~se, an

their plurals by adding - es - to the last letter. St

For example: |
Smgul|ar Plural Singular Plural
branch branches | box boxes
mango mangoes bus buses
fish o | fishes class | classes
tomato tomatoes  coach coaches
echo echoes potato potatoes
thur¢h A churches moss mosses

D. Nouns that ehd Wii’h -ey=,-ay -,=0Y -, form their plural by
adding - s = |

For example:

Singular Plural . Singular . Plural
Toy - toys boy boys
valley valleys delay fjellc:gs
Journey Journeys ~ jockey {OCS:QSS
railway railways jersey ]elr y
| keys play plays

key




— form their plural by adding
that end with — ©
s .
ome noun
o o the last [etter.

For example:

ingular Plural
i Plural Sing
: ar ) :
M Memos radio radios
Memo : . )
no casinos
‘ solos casi
solo
Exercise

a. Make a list of things in your classroom that are count n‘ouns.
b. Write the plural forms of nouns in the following sentences:

i. Will you attend the lecture today?

ii. She gave us some free tomato.

iii. Have you prepared your daily note?

iv. Dog usually bark in the night:

v. The fish in the sea are all created by God.

vi. I don’t know why the church was closed down.
vii.She bought nice box for her children.

Exercise

1. canary 8. statement 15. jury
§ blalcong 9. crony 16. school
. Sb;llt[e 10. church | 17. COompetition
5 cone 1. minor - - 18. shoe |
& bang, y 12. bank 19. axe
7 g 13. Process .

ash

14, butterﬂg
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i ouns
Plural forms of irregular n

; dding — s, e.g. shir¢
1ake the plural of most English nouns .by a Znouns el
Wi'n hair — chairs, book — books. However, som ugd
— ST, chair = ’ ' i are cq
hS i "form when plural. Such nouns that behave this way e
their
irregular nouns.

| - ouns.
Let us examine how to form the plural of these n

Singular Plural Singular Plural
No change Change vowels consonants
information information tooth teeth
advice advice | foot feet
deer ~ deer man men
furniture furniture louse lice
equipment equipment | mouse Mice

Nouns ending -f- -

or —fe-
leaf leaves
wife Wives Add letters ;
change to ~ves OoXx - oxen |
shelf shelves child children |r
knife knives !

; sheaf sheaves




Exercise

Rewrite these sentences in plural forms

Remember to change the verbs as well.
1. Try to sharpen the kitchen knife.

2. The child was hungry,

3. The man has an ox and a calf.

4. Last week his foot was injured.

5. The man, woman and child threw themselves at his feet.

6. When he reached thejcower, the mouse was there.
Exercise

~ Identify the following sentences (simple sentences, compound

sentences or complex sentences)

1. The shortage of food was made worse because the chief had
‘brought all the previous year’s corn.

2. - They fitled every room and corner.

3. A crowd of hungry beggars came to the palace and they filled
every room and corner.

4. The mice are squeaking in the corn.

5. He realized that this was God’s punishment, so he fled from the

town. - |
6. | know the lady who won the Best Teacher Award this year.

7. Write one example for each type of sentence — simple,

compound and complex sentences.



Uncountable Nouns: cable nouns and the
n p
In a previous lesson, you learnt about cotrl1S e na
: | nou
articles that go with them. But some

can’t count.We call them uncountabl A

p and sand.We call them

mes of things we

xcples are gar ol watar, ai 5o, ‘e three oils or two gari.
uncountable because we can't say: | like t

He breathed two airs into his lungs.

| i ‘ er count noun +
When we need to count these things, we put anoth al fourof
in front of them. For example, two cups of rice, one bag gari,

bottles of water, three litres of oil.

Look at how we use articles with uncountable nouns.When we meqp
the thing generally, no article is used.

Examples:

1. Rice is scarce nowadays.
2. Saltis cheap on the market.
When we follow an uncountable noun

with a phrase that fixes
€ article ‘the’,




1. The amount of ¢il is too much in the stew.

2. |like eating mangoes.

3. Be careful you don’t soil the place with sand.

4. The bus driver drove the bus to the station.

5. The boys were enjoying fresh gir outside.
Exercise

Group the following into countable and uncountable nouns. Arrangs

w iAo~
-

them under two labels — countable/uncountable

=
N

gold flower spoon
tree silver furnicure
bread sugar happiness
leaf boot book
electricity tea goodness
machine house teache
car water News

Concrete Nouns

Concrete nouns refer to names of things that can be phusically seen

or touched.

Examples of concrete nouns are friend, star, milk, table, whisper. gas.

oil, headache, iron and many more.



Exercise

a. Identify the concrete nouns and abstract nouns in the fouo‘”ing

sentences: ‘
The ambulance took the injured persons to the hospital
Everybody wants to live in comfort.
Joe cut the papers into small pieces. .
The students ate the fruits.

We all hate lies.

They are living in utter poverty.

oA W =

b. Make sentences with each of these nouns:

food magazine
free | chapter
oil drink (n)
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Types of Pronouns

' uns. In writing or

Pronouns are words that are used in place of nol e
ro . e
' sly mentio
everyday conversation, it is wrong to continuou gb. e
’ ' ec
subject through-out the conversation. Once the subj
' oun w

mentioned once, ang other reference to the subject, a pron ould
be used in place of the name.

Eg. Aba eats a lot. Aba likes cooking just as Aba loves cooking. Kwabeng
watches Aba anytime Aba is cooking. Kwabena likes Aba very much.

In the short story above, the continuous mentioning of the Aba and
Kwabena’s name makes the story borin

g.To correct it, you rather
write it this way:

g just as she loves eating. Kwabena watches
. He likes her very much.

A. Personal Pronouns -

A persong| Prono

Un refers to o specifi
ng (1= Person), the o)

the persop speaki




Study the table bel(,w.

e — e

e |
S"ng.”fﬂr Singular Plural Plural
Subject Object Subject Object
{st person | | Me We Us
2nd pe::son You You . You You
jf_ person | He/she/it iﬁ,i{fw;rhfyﬂ Them

For example:

1.

ov R W

We celebrated last Christmas at our hometown.
He gave the money to me.

You don’t know him.

| meet Jane every day

They are standing on the verandah.

The students saw them yesterday,

Exercise

Fill in the sentences with the correct pronoun.

1.
2.

(It/you) was very wet in the morning. |
(I/me) enjoy writing stories, but I’'m not very good at
Mathematics.

A stranger gave (her/she) some gifts.
Akua and Kwame left the house very early so that (they/them)

would not be late. -
You can hardly hear the boy speak as (him/he) wo

The people bade (us/we) goodbye.

re a nose mask.






